
BLACK FRIDAY 
GUN BUYS TEST 
NICS SYSTEM 

Page 6 



EU PROPOSES 
INVESTMENT OF 
$380 BILLION 

Page 9 




In this November, 2014, photo, a gong of Brood Breasted Whites room their paddock before they are harvested for Thanksgiving at Vioiet Hiii Farm, in West Winfieid, 
N.Y. The turkeys’ iives are starkiy different from their factory farm brethren as the neariy 250 fuiiy-pastured turkeys spend their time roaming a constantiy cyciing series 
of green spaces. 


(AP Photo/John Minchiiio) 
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A Thanksgiving Table With Plenty of Emotional Room 


JENNIFER CONLIN 

©2014 New York Times 
(Reverse Parenting) 

Living as I da with my par¬ 
ents, older brother, hus¬ 
band and two youngest 
children, I have to say 
that most Sunday eve¬ 
nings in our multigenera- 
tional home seem a lot 
like Thanksgiving. Sunday 
tends ta be the night I 
caak a big dinner, as my 
alder sister wha lives near¬ 
by usually cames aver that 
evening, as daes a cousin 
or two and the add visitor 
from out of town. 

As a result, I know a lot 
about how to survive 
the family dynamics of a 
mega-meal like the one 
happening for nearly ev- 
eryane in a few days. Here 
are a few tips garnered 
from four consecutive 
years at group dining. 
COOKING 

Collective cooking is sup¬ 
posed to be fun, but let’s 
be honest: It’s not. Anyone 
who really loves to cook, 
like me, is a bit of a dicta¬ 
tor in the kitchen. 

Sharing counter space and 
cutting boards with helpful 
family members daes nat 
make preparing a meal 
easier far me; it makes it 
far more difficult. How am 
I suppased to mix just the 
right amount of cream into 
my mashed potatoes if I 
also have to keep an ex¬ 
acting eye on the amount 
of rock salt my mother is 
sprinkling over the brussels 
sprouts? 

My best Thanksgiving 
meals were made during 
aur years averseas, when 
I had na extended family 
araund telling me how to 
roast the turkey or make 
the stuffing, and I was able 
to bar all guests from my 
kitchen. But then, when I 
looked around the table 
and there were no faces 


(other than those of my 
children) that lacked like 
parts at mine, I would feel 
very sad. 


That said ... when it cames 
to relatives, yau have na 
choice but to allow people 
to lend a stirring hand, par¬ 
ticularly as everyone wants 
to gather in the kitchen (nc 
matter how small) rather 
than in the living room (no 
matter how big). 

What I have finally learned 
is to just give in. Sipping a 
glass of wine while my sis¬ 
ter chops the carrots into 
circles, rather than my pre¬ 
ferred matchstick shape, 
always helps take the edge 
off. And if everyone wants 
Stave Top stuffing rather 
than my homemade pork- 
and-sage dressing, so be it. 
Remember: It is supposed 
to be about the together¬ 
ness of your family, not the 
thickness of your gravy. 


CONVERSATION 

Once yau seat more than 
five people around one 
table, which is a regular 


occurrence here, chaos 
normally ensues. That is 
why I like ta assign seating 
(the dictator in me again), 
which forces people (par¬ 
ticularly the children) tc 
have conversations with 
those they normally would 
not. Kid’s tables, I believe, 
are a bad idea, as the 
younger ones will hang out 
before and after the meal 
anyway. The best way for 
children to learn how to be¬ 
have at a dinner party is ta 
seat them with adults (un¬ 
less the adults don’t know 
how to behave, either). 

In Europe, children rou¬ 
tinely eat with their parents 
and their friends at formal 
meals, and even more im¬ 
portant, they eat the same 
food as their parents. So 


I say mix it up - you may 
be surprised at what goad 
conversationalists 10-year- 
olds can be if you actu¬ 


ally take the time to talk to 
them. The one exception 
being the time I was seated 
next to a child in Paris who 
only wanted to discuss her 
“extreme head lice" ccndi- 
tion. 

On the other hand, talk¬ 
ing to the oldest members 
at the table can be trying, 
particularly if they are suf¬ 
fering from hearing loss, 
like my father. Keeping him 
abreast of the conversa¬ 
tion, my family has learned 
all taa well, is increasingly 
difficult, as he is canstantly 
hearing something differ¬ 
ent than what we have ac¬ 
tually said. 

So now, we just automati¬ 
cally shift the conversation 
to whatever topic he thinks 
we are discussing. It is far 


less frustrating than trying 
to catch him up by back¬ 
tracking thrcugh our dia¬ 
logue. Last week, when he 
thaught we said “bayonet" 
rather than “badminton," 
it led to a far more inter¬ 
esting historical discussion 
about military arms than 
we would have ever had 
about racket sports. 
CLEANUP JOB 

There is a wonderfully po¬ 
lite way the British describe 
somecne wha has had tao 
much tc drink at a party. 
He or she will be called 
“tired and emotional,” and 
then promptly taken home 
or, at the very least, retired 
to a nearby bedroom. 
Though sipping a lovely 
cabernet can ease the 
preparaticn pain in the 
kitchen, do not drink too 
much and become “tired 
and emctional," as we all 
knew that mixing alcohcl 
with relatives can spur fes¬ 
tering anger. This is another 
good reason to seat adults 
next to children, particularly 
when it comes to breaking 
up siblings with a bad his¬ 
tory. If a conflict does ap¬ 
pear to be rearing its head, 
and you are a part cf it, 
simply retire tc the kitchen 
for a few minutes, as I dc, 
and get a head start cn the 
vast cleanup cf this gelati¬ 
nous meal. Though it would 
be wonderful if everyone 
helped clean up while 
dancing, like in “The Big 
Chill” affer-dinner scene, if 
is fruly unlikely (and nof fhe 
mosf efficient way tc clean 
up a kitchen anyway). 

This year, I will be away far 
the holidays, on a trip with 
my husband and children. 
I have to admit, theugh, I 
feel a bif guilfy abouf leav¬ 
ing my parenfs behind. 
Whaf will fhey do wifhouf 
me in charge? 

Have a splendidly relaxed 
fime, I fear. □ 



Broad Breasted Whites, a specific breed of turkey prized for their size and iarger proportion of 
white meat, stand in their paddock at Vioiet Hiii Farm before they are harvested for Thanksgiving, 
in West Winfieid, N.Y. The turkeys are iess coiorfui than their wiid cousins. 

(AP Photo/John Minchiiio) 
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Sloppy weather slows US holiday travelers 






Sav* a turkay... 

Eat steaki 


President Barack Obama, right, pardons “Cheese,” the turkey at 
the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2014, dur¬ 
ing the annual Thanksgiving ceremony. Cole Cooper, far left, 
and his father Gary Cooper, chairman of the National Turkey 
Federation, helped hold “Cheese” during the event. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 


Obama defends authority-to 
pardon Thanksgiving turkeys 


D. SUPERViLLE 
Associated Press 
WASHiNGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama is de¬ 
fending his legal autharity 
ta take executive acticns 
— to spare a pair of Thanks¬ 
giving turkeys. 

Obama joked that his an¬ 
nual turkey pardon will be 
his “most talked about ex¬ 
ecutive action this month." 
Last week, the president 
issued a series of highly 
anticipated executive ac¬ 
tions on immigration that 


are appased by Republi¬ 
cans. 

The two turkeys who were 
granted this year's presi¬ 
dential pardons are Mac 
and Cheese. Obama says 
that around Thanksgiving, 
turkeys named after side 
dishes would normally have 
a “pretty low” chance of 
escaping the dinner table. 
The birds will be sent to a 
Northern Virginia turkey 
farm ta live out the rest of 
their days.Q 


FRANK ELTMAN 
Associated Press 
MINEOLA, New York (AP) 

— A sloppy mix of rain and 
snow rolled into the U.S. 
Northeast an Wednesday 
as millions of Americans 
made the big Thanksgiving 


holiday getaway, ground¬ 
ing hundreds of flights and 
turning highways hazard- 
aus an what is typically 
ane at cauntry's the busi¬ 
est travel days at the year. 
By early afternaon, more 
than 600 flights had been 
canceled, the bulk of them 
in the Northeast. Thousands 
of flight delays were also 
expected as the snow piled 
up a day before Thanksgiv¬ 
ing, the mast important hal- 
iday at the year far many 
American families, wha 
gather for turkey feasts. 


Major Northeast cities were 
likely tc see mcderate tc 
heavy rain mast at the day, 
thaugh New York could see 
up to 4 inches (10 centime¬ 
ters) of snow, and its narth- 
ern suburbs up ta 8 inches 
(20 centimeters), the Na¬ 
tional Weather Service said. 
New York Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo activated the 
state's Emergency Opera¬ 
tions Center and had 1,800 
plaw aperatars standing 
by to clear snaw between 
New Yark City and Albany, 
the state capital.Q 


Thanksgiving hoiiday travelers make their way to departing 
trains at Penn Station, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2014, in New York. 
One of the busiest, most stressful travel days of the year posed 
special challenges in the crowded Washington-to-Boston cor¬ 
ridor as travelers on their way to Thanksgiving celebrations con¬ 
tended with a nor’easter packing rain and snow. 

(AP Photo/Julie Jacobson) 
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Motorists brave the falling snow as they head south on Interstate 81 near Staunton, Va., Wednes¬ 
day, Nov. 26, 2014. One of the busiest, most stressful travel days of the year posed special chal¬ 
lenges in the crowded Washington-to-Boston corridor as travelers on their way to Thanksgiving 
celebrations contended with a nor’easter packing rain and snow. 

(AP Photo/The Daily News Leader, Mike Tripp) 
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Protesters rush St. Louis City Haii over shooting 


JIM SALTER 
JIMSUHR 
Associated Press 
FERGUSON, Missouri (AP) — 

Several people protesting 
a grand jury decision not 
to indict o police officer in 
the shooting death of an 
unarmed block 18-year-old 
stormed into City Hall in St. 
Louis on Wednesday, lead¬ 
ing police to lock down the 
building and coll in more 
than o hundred additional 
officers. 

Those who mode it inside 
City Hall were port of o 
group of about 200 pro¬ 
testers who marched and 
held o mock trial of Darren 
Wilson, the white police of¬ 
ficer who shot and killed Mi¬ 
chael Brown during o con¬ 
frontation in Ferguson, o St. 
Louis suburb. 

At least two people were 
arrested otter the City Hall 
incident, in which the pro¬ 
testers shouted “Shame, 
shame” while rushing into 
the building. The families 
of three unarmed black 
men who recently died at 
the hands of police officers 
linked arms with the Rev. Al 
Shorpton on Wednesday 
and prayed for justice 
The racially charged cose 


has stoked passions nation¬ 
wide, triggering debates 
over the relations between 
block communities and 
low enforcement. Since the 
grand jury's decision was 


announced Monday night, 
protesters in cities through¬ 
out the country hove rallied 
behind the refrain “hands 
up, don’t shoot," and 


drown attention to other 
police killings. 

In New York City on 
Wednesday, Brown's par¬ 
ents joined the families of 
two other block men who 


were unarmed when they 
died at the hands of po¬ 
lice. The families joined 
arms with civil rights leader 
Al Shorpton and prayed 
for justice at the Harlem 
headquarters of Shorpton's 
organization, the Notional 
Action Network. 

As the tension in Ferguson 
eased somewhat, Wilson 
broke his long public si¬ 
lence, insisting on notional 
television that he could not 
hove done anything dif¬ 
ferently in the Aug. 9 con¬ 
frontation. The officer testi¬ 
fied during the grand jury 
hearings that he felt threat¬ 
ened and that Brown tried 
to grab his gun, something 
the Brown family has said 
they don’t believe. 

An influx of Notional 
Guardsmen helped moke 
the second night of protests 
in Ferguson much calm¬ 
er than the first, when 12 


commercial buildings were 
burned down and several 
others were set ablaze. 
Demonstrators took to the 
streets again Tuesday night, 
but there were hundreds of 


additional troops standing 
watch over neighborhoods 
and businesses. Officers still 
used some tear gas and 
pepper spray, and demon¬ 
strators set o squad cor on 
fire and broke windows at 
Ferguson's City Hall. 

Missouri Gov. Joy Nixon sent 
a large contingent of extra 
Notional Guardsmen, re¬ 
serve troops that state gov¬ 
ernors con coll up during 
emergencies. The gover¬ 
nor ordered the initial force 
of 700 to be increased to 
2 , 200 . 

There were 58 arrests over¬ 
night in Ferguson and St. 
Louis. 

During on interview with 
ABC News, Wilson said he 
has o clean conscience 
because “I know I did my 
job right.” 

Wilson, 28, hod been with 
the Ferguson police force 
for less than three years be¬ 


fore the shooting. He told 
ABC that Brown's shooting 
was the first time he fired his 
gun on the job. 

Asked whether the encoun¬ 
ter would hove unfolded 
the same way if Brown hod 
been white, Wilson said yes. 
The grand jury's decision 
means Wilson won’t face 
state charges in Brown’s 
death. 

Attorneys for the Brown 
family sold the grand jury 
process was rigged from 
the start to clear the Wil¬ 
son. One of them, Anthony 
Gray suggested that pros¬ 
ecutor Bob McCulloch pre¬ 
sented certain testimony 
to discredit the process, in¬ 
cluding from witnesses who 
did not see the shooting. 
The attorneys vowed to 
pursue federal charges. 
The U.S. Justice Depart¬ 
ment is conducting o civil 
rights investigation into 
the shooting, but federal 
investigations of police 
misconduct face o steep 
legal standard to justify o 
prosecution. Brown's par¬ 
ents mode public colls 
for peace in the run-up to 
Monday's announcement, 
and on Tuesday, their rep¬ 
resentatives again stressed 
that the people setting 
fires were not on Michael 
Brown's side. Videos that 
were widely circulated on 
Tuesday showed Brown's 
mother, Lesley MeSpad- 
den, standing atop o cor 
and breaking down os 
the announcement of the 
grand jury decision blares 
over the stereo. Her hus¬ 
band, Brown's stepfather, 
comforts her, then begins 
angrily yelling “Burn this 
bitch down!” to o crowd 
gathered around him. 
Asked about the comment 
at a news conference, 
family attorney Benjamin 
Crump said the reaction 
was, “raw emotion. Not ap¬ 
propriate at all. Completely 
inappropriate.”□ 




Michael Brown, father of Michael Brown, Rev. Al Shorpton, Kimberly Ballinger, domestic partner 
and mother of Akoi Gurley's daughter and Lesley MeSpodden, mother of Michael Brown, front 
row left to right, join hands in prayer at National Action Network headquarters, in New York, 
Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2014. On the day before Thanksgiving, Shorpton brought together the 
families of Michael Brown, Eric Garner and Akoi Gurley, oil block men recently killed by police 
officers. (AP Photo/Richord Drew) 
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Obama administration sets stricter smog standard 


DINA CAPPIELLO 
JOSH LEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration 
took steps Wednesday to 
cut levels of smog-forming 
pollution linked to asthma, 
lung damage and other 
health problems, making 
good on one of President 
Barack Obama's original 
campaign promises while 
setting up a fresh confron¬ 
tation with Republicans and 
the energy industry. 

In o long-awaited an¬ 
nouncement, the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency 
said it prefers a new, lower 
threshold for ozone pollu¬ 
tion of 65 to 70 ports per bil¬ 
lion, but said it would take 
public comments on on 
even lower standard of 60 
parts per billion sought by 
environmental groups. The 
current standard is 75 ports 
per billion, put in place by 
President George W. Bush in 
2008. 

Meeting the stricter rules 
will cost industry about $3.9 
billion in 2025 if the govern¬ 
ment goes with o standard 
of 70 parts per billion, the 
EPA estimated. At o level of 
65 ports per billion, the EPA 


said, the cost grows to $15 
billion. But industry groups 
said the cost would actu¬ 
ally be far higher and that it 
would be nearly impossible 
for refineries and other busi¬ 
nesses to comply. 

Pushing bock on criticism 
that new regulations will 
damage the economy, 
EPA Administrator Gina Mc¬ 
Carthy said lower ozone 
standards would actually 
spur more businesses, in¬ 
vestment and jobs by mak¬ 
ing communities healthier. 
She said states would be 
given time to carefully de¬ 
sign plans to meet the new 
standard over the coming 
decades. 

"We have hod a lot of re¬ 
cent improvement in air 
quality in general. The 
amount of lift this will take 
is certainly less” than previ¬ 
ous ozone standards, Mc¬ 
Carthy said. “We've done it 
before, and we're on track 
to do it again." 

Business groups like the 
Notional Association of 
Manufacturers painted the 
government's move as o 
roadblock that threatens 
to jeopardize manufactur¬ 
ing's comeback in the U.S. 
They accused the odminis- 


AP: Police identify officers 
invoived in Ohio shooting 


MARK GILLISPIE 
Associated Press 
CLEVELAND (AP) — A 

12-year-old boy carrying o 
pellet gun that looked like 
o real firearm was ordered 
three times to show his 
hands before he was totally 
shot by on officer Cleve¬ 
land police said Wednes¬ 
day as they released surveil¬ 
lance video of the shooting 
and identified the officers 
involved. 

The boy was shot within 
two seconds of the cruiser 
pulling up next to him, ac¬ 
cording to the surveillance 
video, which is silent and 
shows the shooting in stut¬ 
tering images. 

Police said it was being re¬ 
leased os requested by 
the family of the boy, Tomir 
Rice. They also released au¬ 
dio of on emergency coll 
reporting o gun and o dis¬ 
patcher directing officers to 
the scene. 


“This is not on effort to ex¬ 
onerate. It’s not on effort to 
show the public that any¬ 
body did anything wrong,’’ 
Deputy Chief Edward Tom- 
bo said. “This is on obvious 
tragic event where o young 
member of our commu¬ 
nity lost their life. We’ve got 
two officers that were out 
there protecting the public 
that just hod to, you know, 
do something that nobody 
wonts to do.’’ 

Tombo refused to comment 
on what the officers said in 
their statements, including 
whether Tomir mode any 
comments to them. 

Police identified the re¬ 
sponding officers os 
26-year-old Timothy Loehm- 
onn, who was appointed to 
the force this year and was 
identified os the officer who 
fired on Tomir, and 46-year- 
old Frank Gormbock, who’s 
been with the department 
since 2008.Q 



Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., speaks to reporters on Capitol 
Hill In Washington. Inhofe, who will take over the Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee in January, said, that 
a stricter standard on smog-forming pollution allowed in the air 
“will lower our nation’s economic competitiveness and stifle 
job creation for decades.” He vowed “vigorous oversight” of 
the proposal In his new position. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh) 


trotion of moving the goal¬ 
posts, since states ore still 
working to implement the 
previous standard put in 


place in 2008. “Tightening 
these standards could be 
the most expensive regula¬ 
tion ever imposed on the 


American public, with po¬ 
tentially enormous costs to 
the economy, jobs, and 
consumers,’’ said Jock Ge¬ 
rard, president of the Ameri¬ 
can Petroleum Institute. 

Sen. James Inhofe who is to 
take over the Senate Envi¬ 
ronment and Public Works 
Committee in January, 
vowed “vigorous oversight’’ 
of the proposal in his new 
position. Under the Obomo 
administration, the EPA has 
issued or proposed the first 
regulations to control heot- 
tropping carbon dioxide, 
mercury and air toxins from 
power plants. The admin¬ 
istration also has doubled 
fuel-efficiency standards 
for cars and trucks and 
clamped down on industrial 
pollution that blows down¬ 
wind and contaminates 
other stotes.G 
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Obama’s immigration moves 
disappoint some businesses 



In this Nov. 18, 2014, photo, a researcher simulates a check done for the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System or NICS, at the FBI’s criminal justice center in Bridgeport, W.Va. NICS 
did about 58,000 checks on a typical day in 2013. That surged to 145,000 on Black Friday. 

(AP Photo/Matt Stroud) 

Holiday gun buys test NICS system 


MAn STROUD 
Associated Press 
BRIDGEPORT, West Virginia 
(AP) — The day after Thurs¬ 
day’s U.S. Thanksgiving 
holiday is one of the busi- 
esfdays of the year for gun 
purchases. In the U.S., there 
are nine guns for every 10 
people. Someone is killed 
with o firearm every 16 min¬ 
utes. And every minute, 
gun shops moke about 40 
new requests for criminal 
background checks on 
people wonting weapons. 
On the Friday offer Thanks¬ 
giving —traditionally the 
first shopping day of the 
holiday season, the rush 
accelerates to nearly two 
checks o second, testing 
the limits of the Notional In¬ 
stant Criminal Background 
Check System. 

“We hove o perfect storm 
coming,” soys Kimberly Del 
Greco, o manager in the 
FBI division that helps run 
the system, known os NICS. 
Much of the responsibil¬ 
ity for preventing criminals 
and the mentally ill from 
buying guns is shouldered 
by about 500 men and 


women who run the system 
from inside the FBI’s criminal 
justice center, o gray of¬ 
fice building with concrete 
walls and mirrored windows 
in West Virginia. 

Granted o rare glimpse 
into the inner workings of 
the NICS, The Associated 
Press was able to see first¬ 
hand why 512 gun soles o 
day effectively beat the 
system lost year. By federal 
low, NICS researchers must 
race against the clock: 
They hove until the end of 
the third businessdoy fol¬ 
lowing on attempted fire¬ 
arm purchase to determine 
whether or not o buyer is 
eligible. After that, buyers 
con legally get their guns, 
whether or not the check 
was completed. 

This clock ran out more than 
186,000 times lost year. 

NICS did about 58,000 
checks on o typical day 
lost year. That surged to 
145,000 on the Friday af¬ 
ter Thanksgiving in 2013. 
They’re bringing in 100 
more workers than usual for 
the post-Thonksgiving rush 
this year. 


The coll centers hove no 
access to privileged in¬ 
formation about buyers’ 
backgrounds, and moke 
no decisions. They just type 
in their name, address, 
birthdote. Social Security 
Number and other infor¬ 
mation into the system. Cn 
Block Fridays, the work con 
be grueling: Gne wom¬ 
an took o coll that lasted 
four hours when o dealer 
phoned in the maximum 99 
checks. 

In the years since these 
background checks were 
required, about 71 percent 
hove found no red flogs 
and produced instant ap¬ 
provals. But ten factors con 
disqualify gun purchasers: 
o felony conviction, on ar¬ 
rest warrant, o document¬ 
ed drug problem or mental 
illness, undocumented im¬ 
migration status, o dishon¬ 
orable military discharge, 
o renunciation of U.S. citi¬ 
zenship, o restraining or¬ 
der, o history of domestic 
violence, or on indictment 
for any crime punishable 
by longer than one year of 
prison time. □ 


ERICA WERNER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres¬ 
ident Barack Gbomo’s 
executive actions on im¬ 
migration left out some of 
the business community’s 
top priorities, disappoint¬ 
ing business leaders who 
might hove stepped up to 
defend his policies in the 
face of Republican at¬ 
tacks. 

Months of lobbying 
by high-tech business¬ 
es failed to persuade the 
administration to moke al¬ 
lotted but unused green 
cords granting permanent 
residency status avail¬ 
able for foreign workers 

— probably the top item 
on the executive action 
agendo for business. 

And the administration 
only partially answered 
pleas to increase the 
length of time foreign stu¬ 
dents con stay in the U.S. 
before or otter graduat¬ 
ing to work in their fields. 
The administration an¬ 
nounced plans to expand 
the program at some 
point in the future, but it 
offered no details on tim¬ 
ing or scope. 

Business lobbyists con¬ 
tended that these and 
other “asks” were fairly 
modest to begin with, 
since oil acknowledged 
that the big-ticket items 
on their agendo — such 
os increasing the number 
of high-tech visas avail¬ 
able for foreign workers 

— could only be done by 
Congress. 

Even so, they were de¬ 
flated to find their priorities 
overlooked os Gbomo 
announced plans to curb 
deportations for 4.5 million 
people in the country ille¬ 
gally and moke them eli¬ 
gible for work permits. 

“We didn’t ask for the 
moon to begin with. 


There’s just not on oppor¬ 
tunity for the administra¬ 
tion to deliver the moon 
for us — that’s o congres¬ 
sional action,” said Scott 
Corley, executive direc¬ 
tor of Compete America, 
which represents high- 
tech companies including 
Google, Intel and Micro¬ 
soft. 

“But we asked for some 
terrestrial things, things 
within reach, and we 
didn’t see the detail we 
hoped for.” 

A White House spokesman 
didn’t respond to requests 
for comment. 

Democratic Rep. Zoe Lof- 
gren, who represents the 
Silicon Valley, said Cbomo 
was constrained by the le¬ 
gal advice he received. 
“There’s what you wont, 
and what’s possible to 
do, and people do un¬ 
derstand that what you 
might wont him to do is 
constrained by the low,” 
Lofgren said. 

Lofgren hod been among 
those saying Cbomo 
could take executive ac¬ 
tion to allow businesses to 
“recapture” permanent 
resident green cords that 
hod been authorized by 
Congress but never is¬ 
sued. Cbomo can’t issue 
green cords on his own, 
but business officials soy 
that more than 200,000 
that hove already been 
authorized by Congress 
never hove been distribut¬ 
ed, and the administration 
could redistribute them. 
The administration did not 
take that step. 

Instead, Cbomo directed 
the secretaries of the State 
and Homeland Security 
departments to come up 
with recommendations 
within 120 days to ensure 
that oil the green cord vi¬ 
sas allotted by Congress 
get used.Q 
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US Financial Front: 


American consumer sentiment rises for 4th straight month 



Customers shop at the Century 21 Department Store in Philadelphia. Greater optimism about in¬ 
come growth and future spending pushed U.S. consumer sentiment to a fresh 7-year high in No¬ 
vember. 

(AP Photo/AAatt Rourke) 


dex of consumer sentiment 
rose to 88.8 in November 
from 86.9 in October. That's 
the highest since July 2007, 
five months before the 
Great Recession began. 
The report adds to a mixed 
picture of U.S. consumers 
heading into the holiday 
shopping season. A sepa¬ 
rate measure of consumer 
confidence, released Tues¬ 
day by the Conference 
Board, fell sharply after 
reaching its own 7-year 
high last month. And Amer¬ 
icans are spending at a 
sluggish pace despite a 
pickup in job creation this 
year. 

Consumers are more op¬ 
timistic that their incomes 
will increase, the Michigan 
survey found, but their ex¬ 
pectations are modest: 


Respondents expect their 
incomes will increase 1.1 
percent over the next 12 
months. That’s the most in 
six years, though still not 
enough to keep up with in¬ 
flation. 

Yet the Michigan survey 
also found other positive 
signs. Consumers said they 
were more likely to spend 
on big-ticket items such as 
appliances and autos than 
at any time since the re¬ 
cession began. And Ameri¬ 
cans expect recent steady 
job gains to continue and 
the unemployment rate to 
decline further. 

“Consumer confidence 
remains on a gradual up¬ 
trend,” said Jim Baird, chief 
investment officer for Plan¬ 
te Moran Financial Advis¬ 
ers. 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Greater optimism about 
income growth and future 


spending pushed U.S. con¬ 
sumer sentiment to a fresh 
7-year high in November. 
The University of Michigan 
said Wednesday that its in- 


US consumer spending up 
by 0.2 percent in October 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
consumers spent modestly 
more in October, but the 
small uptick suggests that 
they're still wary of buying 
too much ahead of the 
crucial holiday shopping 
season. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Wednesday that 
consumer spending rose 
0.2 percent last month, 
while September was re¬ 
vised from a decline to a 
flat reading. Income grew 
0.2 percent in October. 

The U.S. economy has re¬ 
corded solid growth over 
the last six months, yet 
consumers have restrained 
their spending amid ongo¬ 
ing worries about stagnant 
wages. 

But with a steadily improv¬ 
ing job market and falling 
gas prices, economists say 
American households are 
ready to shed their cau¬ 
tiousness. 

The holidays will reveal if 
that's true. The National 
Retail Federation, a trade 
group, is forecasting that 


holiday sales will rise 4.1 
percent from last year. That 
would be the biggest gain 
in three years. 

“We see no shortage of 
cash to finance robust 
spending; wage and salary 
income is up... and sooner 
or later, people will start to 
spend the gas price wind¬ 
fall," said Ian Shepherdson, 
chief economist at Panthe¬ 
on Macroeconomics. 
October’s results reflected 
a 0.2 percent increase in 
spending on non-durable 
goods such as clothing 
and a 0.3 percent rise in 
spending on services such 
as utility payments and 
rent. Spending on durable 
goods such as autos fell 0.2 
percent in October. 

The small gains in spending 
and income left the saving 
rate unchanged at 5 per¬ 
cent of after-tax income. 
Inflation remained a no- 
show, with a price gauge 
tied to spending rising by 
just 1.4 percent over the 
past months, well below 
the 2 percent target for in¬ 
flation favored by the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve. 
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American Living: 

Developers look to create underground NYC park 


VERENA DOBNIK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Visitors 
from around the world are 
drawn to New York City’s 
High Line, an elevated park 


meters) down to bedrock, 
turning the dank, subter¬ 
ranean space into a lu¬ 
minous, plant-filled aasis. 
The park wauld after city 
residents a place at refuge 


“Many people once fought 
to move out of the Lower 
East Side, and now, their 
grandkids are fighting to 
get in," says Mark Miller, an 
art gallery awner whase 


says Dan Barasch, who 
specializes in promoting 
socially innavative applica- 
tians of technology. 

He co-founded the non¬ 
profit Lowline project with 



This undated artist’s rendering provided by The Lowline shows a deep underground park that could be created in a 116-year-old 
abandoned trolley terminal below the Lower East Side. For this project-in-the-works, the latest solar technology will illuminate the 
subterranean space, filtering the sun via a collector at street level. 

(AP Photo/The Lowline) 


built on defunct railroad 
tracks transformed into an 
urban sanctuary of flowers, 
grasses and trees. 

Private planners inspired by 
the High Line’s success are 
now looking deep under 
Manhattan at a propas- 
al ta create the Lawline, 
billed as the warld’s first un¬ 
derground park. 

The project would occupy 
a 116-year-old abandoned 
trolley terminal below the 
Lower East Side that’s been 
used for storage since 1948. 
Street-level solar collec- 
tars would be used to filter 
the sun about 20 feet (six 


and host art exhibits, music 
performances, readings 
and children’s activities. 
The Lowline is only one part 
of a Lower East Side revital¬ 
ization project. 

The neighborhood has an 
important place in the his¬ 
tory of immigration. At the 
turn of the last century, 
newly arriving Italian, Irish, 
and German families made 
their first homes in America 
in its tenements. So many 
Jewish families settled in 
the neighborhood that 
it has been called “the 
American-Jewish Plymauth 
Rack." 


family ran businesses there 
since the late 19th century. 
“It’s come full circle; it’s hip, 
happening and historic.” 
The planners — New Yark 
residents who’ve worked 
or lived in the area — say 
they’re not erasing the leg¬ 
acy of Orchard, Delancey 
and Rivington streets, ance 
home to the likes of Irving 
Berlin, George Burns, Jimmy 
Cagney, Zero Mostel and 
Lucky Luciano. 

“We’re simply taking over 
a space no one was us¬ 
ing in a densely papulated 
neighbarhaod that lacks 
sufficient public space," 


architect James Ramsey, a 
former NASA engineer. The 
park is expected to cost 
about $60 million in mostly 
private funds, plus some 
government money. More 
than $1 million has been 
raised far research and de¬ 
sign. Ramsey and Barasch 
got the idea far the project 
when they heard about the 
site that was once a trolley 
turnaround for the line that 
ran across the Williamsburg 
Bridge to Brooklyn. 

“We’d already been play¬ 
ing with new salar technola- 
gy," Barasch said. “And we 
fell more and mare in love 


with the idea of this public 
space, so we put those two 
concepts together." 
Barasch estimates it will 
take abaut five years be- 
fare constructian begins 
to transform the 1-acre 
(0.4-hectare) leftover from 
the past into a destination 
of the future. 

First, he says the Lowline 
team of three, plus hun¬ 
dreds of volunteers, must 
tackle some technical 
challenges: exactly haw 
to channel the natural sun¬ 
light tram the collectors to 
the park belaw, using the 
latest aptics. Then the best 
way must be found to posi¬ 
tion the sunlight so it allows 
plants to grow. 

Several high-tech com¬ 
panies already have used 
such systems to funnel natu¬ 
ral illumination to previously 
light-inaccessible areas. 
“But you can’t just cut the 
street cpen," says Barasch. 
Ccmmunity members had 
their own questions at a 
Lowline presentation held 
recently at the Tenement 
Museum, which celebrates 
the rich history of the Low¬ 
er East Side. Some asked 
where the street-level en¬ 
trances would be, how the 
space wauld be ventilated 
and what kinds at plants 
wauld be braught in. 

The pioneer model for the 
Lowline is the High Line park 
an Manhattan’s West Side. 
The 22-block aerial walk¬ 
way on an abandoned 
freight route has galvanized 
a neighborhood where 
luxury condos, galleries 
and boutiques have all but 
pushed out the industrial 
grime of warehouses and 
manufacturing plants.Q 
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European Union proposes $380B investment pion 


RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — The Eu¬ 
ropean Union's executive 
has proposed a plan to 
boost investment in the 
bloc's flagging economy 
by 315 billion euros ($380 
billion) by attracting re¬ 
luctant private investors 
with guarantees and seed 
money. Experts warn, how¬ 
ever, it alone will not be 
enough to restart growth. 
European Commission 

President Jeon-Cloude 

Juncker said Wednesday 
that the long-awaited plan 
will use 21 billion euros in 
money from EU institutions 
to entice spending on proj¬ 
ects in education, trans¬ 
port, the digital economy 
and the environment. 
Juncker estimated that 
every euro invested in the 
three-year scheme could 
attract private and pub¬ 
lic investment of about 
15 euros. The Commission 
said the plan would cre¬ 
ate up to 1.3 million jobs 
to help alleviate high un¬ 
employment, which has 
been hovering around re¬ 
cord rotes in the EU since 
the financial crisis. “We are 
offering hope to millions 
of Europeans disillusioned 


otter years of stagnation," 
Juncker told the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg, 
France. Europe's econ¬ 
omy has been struggling 
to grow since it emerged 
from recession over o year 
ago, partly because many 


Juncker hopes to do just 
that with what he called “a 
grand bargain to put Eu¬ 
rope bock to work." Many 
independent experts, how¬ 
ever, called it too little to 
achieve so much. 
“Whether that is enough to 


seen something bigger.” 
Adalbert Winkler, o profes¬ 
sor at the Frankfurt School 
of Finance & Manage¬ 
ment, sold the program 
would satisfy those who 
oppose more government 
deficit spending but did 



European Commission President Jean-Cioude Juncker speaks in Europe. The European Union's 
executive has proposed a plan to boost investment in the bloc’s flagging economy by 315 
billion euros ($380 billion) by attracting reluctant private investors with guarantees and seed 


money. 

governments ore still cut¬ 
ting bock on spending to 
reduce debt. The Euro¬ 
pean Central Bonk has of¬ 
fered economic stimulus, 
but soys it con only do so 
much, and that investment 
needs to pick up. 


create o complete turning 
point, I very much doubt 
it,” said Fabian Zuleeg, the 
chief executive of the Eu¬ 
ropean Policy Centre think 
tank. “There is not enough 
new it in. It is not ambitious 
enough, so we should hove 


(AP Photo/Virginio Mayo) 

not get to the root of Eu¬ 
rope’s stagnation. “We 
need more demand from 
government spending 
from those governments 
that have both the means 
and the credibility to do 
so,” Winkler said. 


He said financially solid 
countries such os Germany 
could spend more and fi¬ 
nance themselves at cur¬ 
rent very low interest rotes. 
German officials, however, 
hove focused instead on 
balancing their budget. 
Reactions from social orga¬ 
nizations to the employers' 
federation underscored 
skepticism about the pro¬ 
gram’s size. “Its success will 
depend on more ambi¬ 
tious steps to follow,” said 
BusinessEurope President 
Emma Morcegoglio. 

The proposal will be dis¬ 
cussed by the 28 EU lead¬ 
ers at the Dec. 18-19 sum¬ 
mit. 

Under the plan, o Euro¬ 
pean Fund for Strategic 
Investments will rely on 21 
billion euros ($26.5 billion) 
in guarantees from the EU 
budget and the European 
Investment Bonk. It will be 
used to offer loons worth 
over 60 billion euros ($75 
billion) to stimulate invest¬ 
ments of at least 315 billion 
euros. 

Juncker sold the fund was 
necessary to jump start 
Europe’s economic en¬ 
gine, since investors on the 
continent are wracked by 
uncertainty .□ 


Sierra Leone official: Ebola may have reached peak 


C. MACAULAY 
PAULSCHEMM 
Associated Press 
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone 
(AP) — The Ebola outbreak 
in Sierra Leone, which has 
been surging in recent 
weeks, may hove reached 
its peak and could be on 
the verge of slowing down. 
Sierra Leone’s information 
minister said Wednesday. 
But in o reminder of how 
serious the situation is in 
Sierra Leone, yet another 
doctor — the 9th in the 
country — became infect¬ 
ed Wednesday, and the 


World Health Organization 
said the country account¬ 
ed for more than half of 
the new cases in the hard¬ 
est-hit countries in the post 
week. By contrast, infec¬ 
tions appear to be either 
stabilizing or declining in 
Guinea and Liberia, where 
vigorous campaigning 
for o Senate election this 
week suggests the disease 
might be loosening its grip. 
In oil, 15,935 people hove 
been sickened with Ebola 
in West Africa and other 
places it has occasion¬ 
ally popped up. Of those. 


5,689 have died. 

The disease is transmitted 
through contact with bodi¬ 
ly fluids of the sick, putting 
health workers at particu¬ 
lar risk. Dr. Songo Mbriwo, 
o top military doctor who 
was working at o treat¬ 
ment center in the capital, 
tested positive for Ebola on 
Wednesday, according to 
Aboss Kamoro, o Health 
Ministry spokesman. 

Nearly 600 health workers 
hove become infected in 
the West African outbreak, 
many in the hordest-hit 
countries of Guinea, Liberia 


and Sierra Leone — all of 
which hod too few to be¬ 
gin with. Still, Alpha Kanu, 
Sierra Leone’s minister of in¬ 
formation, told journalists in 
on online press conference 
that with the imminent 
completion of two British- 
built treatment centers, the 
worst could be over for the 
country. “We believe that 
now that those treatment 
centers ore ready, the 
transmission of new cas¬ 
es will start reducing," he 
said. “I don’t think we can 
get any higher than we 
ore now — we ore at the 


plateau of the curve and 
very soon we will hove a 
downward trend, once we 
hove somewhere to take 
people.” Nearly 1,000 Brit¬ 
ish soldiers, scientists and 
old workers ore already in 
the country participating 
in the Ebola fight and the 
completion of the latest 
treatment centers will in¬ 
crease the number built to 
six. Sierra Leone has nearly 
6,600 of the reported Ebo¬ 
la coses, with about 1,400 
deaths, and the infec¬ 
tions ore increasing swiftly 
here.Q 
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Hong Kong police arrest key protesters, clear site 


KELVIN CHAN 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Po¬ 
lice arrested key student 
leaders as they cleared 
the most volatile of Hong 
Kong’s three pro-democ¬ 
racy protest camps on 
Wednesday, dealing a 
blow to the 2-month-old 
movement in the former 
British colony. 

On the second day of the 
operation, police in hel¬ 
mets swiftly removed met¬ 
al barricades, tents, cano¬ 
pies and other obstructions 
in Mong Kok, a crowded, 
blue-collar neighborhood 
that has been the flash 
point of earlier clashes. 

Two other protest zones re¬ 
main in place: a sprawling 
main camp next to gov¬ 
ernment headquarters on 
the edge of the financial 
district and a smaller site in 
the Causeway Bay shop¬ 
ping district. 

Protesters scattered and 
traffic started flowing on 
Nathan Road after the 
clearance operation fin¬ 
ished up by mid-affernoon. 
But large crowds returned 
to the area hours later, met 
by police preventing them 
from frying to retake the 
street. 

Mong Kok has been home 
to a more raucous and ag¬ 
gressive group of protesters 
than at the two other sites. 
Previous efforts to clear 
the area have backfired, 
sending more people into 
the streets in the evening 
to confront police. 

Police spokesman Steve 


PETER LEONARD 
Associated Press 
KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — Rus¬ 
sia still has enough troops 
along Ukraine’s border to 
mount a major incursion, 
NATO’s top commander 
said Wednesday, and 
Moscow is using its military 
might to affect political de¬ 
velopments inside Ukraine. 
U.S. Gen. Philip Breedlove 
said a large number of Rus¬ 
sian troops are also active 
inside Ukraine, training and 
advising separatist rebels. 
Moscow has rautinely 
denied it played any di¬ 
rect role in the conflict in 
Ukraine, which has claimed 


Hui said a total of 148 
people were arresfed, in¬ 
cluding 55 for contempt 
of court and obstructing 
officers carrying out the 
court-ordered barricade 
removals over two days. 
In chaotic pepper spray- 
fueled clashes fhaf ensued 
after Tuesday’s barricade 
removal, police arrested 
93 more for resisting arrest. 


more than 4,000 lives. 
Breedlove spoke during a 
brief visit to Kiev, where he 
met with top officials to dis¬ 
cuss continued NATO assis¬ 
tance for Ukraine in its fight 
against Russian-backed 
separatists in the east. 

“We are going to help 
Ukraine’s military to in¬ 
crease its capacities and 
capabilities through inter¬ 
action with U.S. and Euro¬ 
pean command," he said, 
adding that it “will make 
them ever more interoper¬ 
able with our forces.” 
Ukraine has received multi¬ 
ple pledges of military sup¬ 
port from Western nations. 


of the Hong Kong Federa¬ 
tion of Studenfs. The two 
groups have played impor¬ 
tant roles in organizing the 
protest movement. 

“After the clearance op¬ 
eration we don’t have a 
leader," said protester Ken 
Lee, 19, who quit his job 
at a restaurant in October 
after the protests erupted 
and spent his days in Mong 


but has been frustrated by 
Washington’s reluctance 
to promise any lethal 
equipment. But a senior 
aide to President Barack 
Obama said last week 
that he believes the U.S. 
should consider giving le¬ 
thal defensive equipment 
to Ukraine. 

Tony Blinken, deputy U.S. 
national security adviser, 
said he believed Wash¬ 
ington ought to consider 
strengthening Ukrainian 
forces as a message fo 
Moscow. Providing defen¬ 
sive military equipment to 
Ukraine has broad support 
in the U.S. Congress. 


to use a panel of Beijing- 
friendly elifes to screen 
candidates tor the territo¬ 
ry’s top leader in inaugural 
2017 elections. The arrest of 
the popular student lead¬ 
ers could reinvigorate the 
protest movement, which 
has been losing steam as 
the Hong Kong govern¬ 
ment’s apparent strategy 
of waiting out the protest- 


The Ukrainian armed ad¬ 
vance against rebel forces 
ground to a halt and was 
substantially reversed over 
the summer as govern¬ 
ment troops found fhem- 
selves faced by a well- 
equipped and determined 
foe. 

"This international border 
is completely wide open 
and maintained open by 
Russian forces, so that forc¬ 
es, supplies, money, fight¬ 
ers can move across at 
will," Breedlove said. 

A truce was agreed in ear¬ 
ly September but fighting 
continues daily in several 
areas of easfern Ukraine. □ 



Activists raise 
Raqqa strikes’ 
dead up to 95 

BEIRUT (AP) — The death 
toll from a series of Syrian 
governmenf airsfrikes on 
fhe Islamic Stafe group’s 
sfronghold in norfheasfern 
Syria has risen fo at least 
95, making it one of the 
deadliest attacks on the 
city of Raqqa in the past 
three years, activists said 
Wednesday. 

Some of fhe Tuesday air¬ 
sfrikes hit a popular market 
near a museum and an 
industrial neighborhood, 
causing many civilian ca¬ 
sualties. 

The Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Righfs raised ifs death toll 
Wednesday to 95. Its direc¬ 
tor, Rami Abdurrahman, 
said the dead include 52 
civilians whose names the 
group was able to docu¬ 
ment. They include three 
women and four children, 
he said. Af least 120 oth¬ 
ers were wounded in the 
strikes, according to the 
group. 

Other activists, including 
the Local Coordination 
Committees and a Raqqa- 
based collective called 
Raqqa is Being Silently 
Slaughtered, estimated 
more than 100 people had 
been killed. It was not clear 
how many militants were 
among those killed. 

The Associated Press could 
not independently confirm 
the death toll — one of the 
worst single-day tolls in the 
city, which is completely 
under the control of the Is¬ 
lamic State group. 

The Syrian government as 
well as the U.S.-led coali¬ 
tion frequently bomb Is¬ 
lamic State group targets 
in Raqqa, but it was not 
immediately clear what 
prompted Tuesday’s un¬ 
usually intense attacks. The 
Islamic State group has 
slaughtered hundreds of 
Syrian soldiers in fhe pasf 
few months, and recently 
posted a video showing 
what it said was the be¬ 
heading of more than a 
dozen Syrian soldiers, in¬ 
cluding officers. 

In Iraq, security forces 
backed by Sunni fribesmen 
repelled an assaulf by IS 
milifanfs on a governmenf 
complex in fhe cenfer of 
Ramadi, the provincial 
capital of western Anbar 
province, said officials.Q 



Protesters cry as the police officers try to stop them blocking the road in Mong Kok district of 
Hong Kong Wednesday Nov. 26, 2014. Police arrested key student leaders of Hong Kong’s pro¬ 
democracy protests on Wednesday as they cleared barricades in one volatile district, throwing 
into doubt the future of a 2-month-old movement seeking free elections in the former British 


colony. 

disorderly conduct, unlaw¬ 
ful assembly and possess¬ 
ing offensive weapons. 
Among those arrested 
Wednesday were protest 
leaders Joshua Wong, the 
18-year-old head of the 
Scholarism group, and 
21-year-old Lester Shum, 
deputy secretary general 


Kok. “It all depends on 
what happens tonight, if 
the majority of the people 
want to reoccupy the area 
or go to another location." 
The protesters are de¬ 
manding that Hong Kong’s 
government scrap a 
plan mandated by Chi¬ 
na’s Communist leaders 


(AP Photo/Kin Cheung) 

ers left them with few op¬ 
tions. 

Organizers estimated that 
as many as 200,000 people 
took to the semiautono- 
mous Chinese city’s streets 
at fhe start of fhe protests, 
but numbers have since 
dwindled sharply, along 
with public support.^ 


NATO sees Russia ready for Ukraine incursion 
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Black Friday shopping catches on like fire in Britain 


PAN PYLAS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Hallow¬ 
een and Mother’s Day 
have become staples ot 
the U.K. shopping calen¬ 
dar. Now Black Friday looks 
os though it may be the 
next big retail import from 
the United States. 

Shopping on the day otter 
Thanksgiving is becoming a 
thing in Britain, too, thanks 
mainly to the marketing et- 
torts ot major retailers. 
Online seller Amazon is 
widely perceived to hove 
first introduced Block Friday 
deals to the U.K. in 2010. 
A steady slew of retailers 
joined the troy each year, 
with a significant jump in 
2013, when the Asda su¬ 
permarket chain, owned 
by Walmart, embraced the 
event. 

This year, it's gotten even 
bigger and Black Friday 
looks to hove cemented its 
place in the U.K. calendar. 
People ore talking about it 
and promotions are being 
aired across the media. 

“It’s been building for a 
few years, a lot of retailers 
have planned their Black 
Friday strategies and con¬ 
sumers seem to be ready 
for it,” said Patrick O’Brien, 
retail analyst at Verdict Re¬ 
search. 

The Friday after Thanksgiv¬ 
ing has for decades been 
the biggest shopping day 
in the U.S. as millions of 
Americans go in search of 
bargains and the count¬ 
down to Christmas begins 
in earnest. One of the most 
common origins of the 
day’s name is that U.S. re¬ 
tailers traditionally turned a 
profit on Black Friday. 

Given its link to Thanksgiv¬ 
ing, it was a particularly U.S. 
event. 

That is changing, though, 
primarily in the U.K., which 
shares many of the retailing 
customs and traditions of 


the U.S., in a way that other 
European countries, such 
os France and Germany, 
don’t. 

According to Verdict, re¬ 
tailers’ heavy investment 
in Black Friday promo¬ 
tions looks set to pay off 
as awareness of the U.S. 
retail event reaches an all- 
time high in the U.K. In its 
online consumer survey of 
10,000 U.K. shoppers. Ver¬ 
dict found that 47 percent 
of the U.K.’s shoppers soy 
they will participate in the 
event. It also found that 61 
percent of women expect 
to moke o purchase. 

Many of the U.K.’s leading 
retailing brand names are 
planning promotions on Fri¬ 
day. Some, such as super¬ 
market chain Sainsbury’s, 
are getting involved for the 
first time. Videogame seller 
Gome is promising “stun¬ 
ning deals and offers that’ll 
be too hard to resist,” and 
is opening stores the mo¬ 
ment the clocks strike mid¬ 
night Friday. 

According to a survey of 
firms that sell both online 
and in-store commissioned 
by Barclays, one of the 
country’s biggest banks, 
65 percent of retailers are 
planning Black Friday pro¬ 
motions, and 69 percent 
expect the popularity of 
Black Friday promotions 
to gain traction in years 
ahead. 

This is a big change in the 
U.K.’s shopping habits in 
the busiest time of the year. 
Usually in the U.K., the day 
after Christmas is when re¬ 
tailers make the big promo¬ 
tions. 

Boxing Day, os it is known, 
is when your average tur¬ 
key-stuffed Briton goes in 
search of bargains. 

In these penny-pinched 
times following years of 
austerity — and the pros¬ 
pect of many more to 
come — it’s unsurprising 



This is a Friday, Nov. 29, 2013 file photo of shoppers at the entrance to Asda supermarket store 
in West Belfast, Northern Ireland after at least one person was injured and taken to hospital from 
the store earlier Friday, as shoppers rushed to get their hands on sale deals for their Black Friday 
event. 

(AP Photo/Peter Morrison) 


that consumers ore on the 
lookout for bargains in the 
run-up to Christmas. 

Visa Europe thinks the 
U.K.’s “love affair” with on¬ 
line shopping will reach a 
new high this Friday and is 
predicting that 518 million 
pounds ($813 million) will 
be spent on its cards, which 
would make it the biggest 
day in Visa’s e-commerce 
history in the U.K. 


“This year is also likely to see 
continued growth in shop¬ 
ping via tablets and smart¬ 
phones, with commuters 
using the journey home to 
shop for their loved ones,” 
said Kevin Jenkins, manag¬ 
ing director at Visa Europe. 
The growth in online shop¬ 
ping through a variety of 
mechanisms is expected to 
continue in the months and 
years ahead. 


But the change in the U.K.’s 
shopping habits is unlikely 
to be a game-changer for 
retailers, who have spent 
much of the past few years 
dealing with the fallout from 
the financial crisis. Prices 
have generally risen faster 
than wages and consum¬ 
ers have sought to reduce 
their debts and make sure 
their rainy-day funds don’t 
get frittered away. □ 
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Colombia exhumes murdered guerrilla leader 


LIBARDO CARDONA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 

Colombia is digging up the 
remains of a former guer¬ 
rilla leader who was assas¬ 
sinated 25 years ago while 
running for president in one 
of the most emblematic 
crimes committed during a 
wave of terror against left¬ 
ist activists. 

Carlos Pizarro was killed 


when an assailant opened 
fire with a machine gun in¬ 
side a crowded airliner in 
midflight. 

Authorities on Wednesday 
dug up Pizarro’s remains 
and those of his assailant to 
resolve one of the crime's 
nagging doubts: whether 
bodyguards assigned by 
the state to protect the 
politician also had a hand 
in his murder. 


“There’s evidence in the 
case that doesn't add up,” 
Maria Jose Pizarro, the slain 
politician’s daughter, told 
The Associated Press as fo¬ 
rensic specialists removed 
the marble tombstone 
covering the remains in Bo¬ 
gota’s Central Cemetery. 
“It suggests there’s a cam¬ 
paign to stop any progress 
from being made in the in¬ 
vestigation.” 


The former M-19 rebel 
leader was the third candi¬ 
date killed during the 1990 
presidential race. At the 
time, leftists and anti-cor¬ 
ruption crusaders were be¬ 
ing hounded by right-wing 
paramilitaries aligned with 
powerful drug cartels. 
Evidence that has sur¬ 
faced in other high-profile 
crimes from the dark era 
suggest that corrupt state 


agents were frequently ac¬ 
tive participants in the dirty 
war. 

“There’s lots of questions 
about how the weapon 
got on board and if the 
only shots that were fired 
came from the assassin,” 
said Sergio Reyes Blanco, 
a representative from In¬ 
spector General’s office 
who is investigating the 
murder. □ 


Mexico’s left faces problems as leader resigns 


EDUARDO CASTILLO 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex¬ 
ico’s left faces huge prob¬ 
lems following the resigna¬ 
tion of former presidential 
candidate Cuauhtemoc 
Cardenas, a pillar of pro¬ 
gressive politics and son of 
the revered president who 
nationalized the oil indus¬ 
try. 

In 1989, Cardenas founded 
the Democratic Revolution 
Party, known as the PRD. 
On Wednesday he said he 
is not only leaving the PRD, 
but party politics entirely. 

“I think that, with this, my 
life in a party is over... I’m 
not going to any other 
political party,” Cardenas 
told the Radio Formula sta¬ 
tion, adding that he would 
continue to work on his fa¬ 
vorite cause, reversing re¬ 
cent government reforms 
that opened the state-run 
oil sector to private invest¬ 
ment and concessions. 
Cardenas was central to 
the very foundation of the 
party, which was born out 
of a political coalition that 
formed to support his 1988 
presidential campaign in 
an attempt to topple the 


party that had then ruled 
Mexico for nearly 60 years. 
Millions of Mexicans be¬ 
lieve he won that election. 


but was cheated by fraud. 
Cardenas also was by far 
the most widely respected 
figure to remain in the PRD 
after another former presi¬ 


dential candidate, Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador, 
quit to form a new leftist 
party. “On one hand, (the 


loss of Cardenas) is a blow 
to the party; on the other 
hand, it frees it” to become 
a more modern left, said 
Tony Payan, director of the 


Mexico Center at Rice Uni¬ 
versity’s Baker Institute for 
Public Policy. 

Cardenas is inextricably 


linked to his father Lazaro 
Cardenas and the old style 
of nationalist politics and 
state-run enterprises, some¬ 
thing that had inspired pre¬ 


vious generations but now 
seemed somewhat dated. 
“This makes him in real¬ 
ity a conservative figure, 
a figure who defends the 
‘status quo’ from before,” 
Payan said. “That was no 
longer sustainable, any¬ 
where in the world.” 

The PRD had earned the 
wrath of Cardenas and 
others by appearing too 
willing to collaborate with 
President Enrique Pena 
Nieto on some of his re¬ 
forms, though not the oil- 
sector opening. But the 
PRD’s worst failure came 
when it allowed Jose Luis 
Abarca to run for mayor of 
the southern city of Iguala, 
in Guerrero state, on the 
PRD ticket. Abarca was, in 
fact, aligned with a local 
drug gang and allegedly 
ordered the kidnapping 
of 43 students from a local 
teachers college. The drug 
gang then allegedly killed 
the students and inciner¬ 
ated their remains. 

PRD party leader Carlos 
Navarrete has apologized 
for that decision, but it has 
kept the party on the side¬ 
lines of the biggest cause 
for Mexico’s left in years.Q 



Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, the son of the late President Lazaro Cardenas who nationalized 
Mexico’s oil industry in 1938, speaks during a march against the energy reform bill at the Angel 
of Independence monument in Mexico City. A pillar of leftist politics in Mexico and son of a 
revered former president, Cardenas, has resigned Nov. 25, 2014, from the party he founded in a 
dispute with its ieodership. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte) 


Brazil state must pay family in police slaying 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Rio de Janeiro state must 
provide financial support 
to the family of a laborer 
whose disappearance in 
police custody last year 
became a cause celebre 
and a symbol of endemic 
police brutality, a Brazilian 
court has ruled. 

In a unanimous decision, 
a panel of Rio civil court 
judges ordered the state 
to pay for psychologi¬ 


cal treatments as well as 
monthly stipends for the 
family of Amarildo de Sou¬ 
za, whose July 2013 disap¬ 
pearance sparked wide¬ 
spread anger and protests 
here. 

Souza was last seen being 
taken to a police station 
in the Rocinha slum, and 
his body has never been 
found. While police initially 
insisted Souza walked out 
of the station, investigators 


allege he died while being 
tortured by police, who lat¬ 
er spirited his body out and 
dumped it. More than two 
dozen officers have been 
charged wifh forture and 
forming a gang, among 
ofher charges. 

In a sfafemenf released 
Tuesday, fhe courf quot¬ 
ed a judge in the case 
as saying the officers’ ac¬ 
tions deprived the family 
of fheir income. The deci¬ 


sion stipulates that Souza’s 
widow and six other fam¬ 
ily members each receive 
payments equal to the 
country’s $289 monthly 
minimum wage. The state 
must also foot the fam¬ 
ily members’ medical and 
mental health bills. 

Another Rio court had 
postponed a decision on 
whether the family was en- 
fitled fo financial help, and 
fhe Souzas’ appeal resulf- 


ed in fhe Nov. 11 decision. 
Brazil’s police force has 
long had a fainted reputa¬ 
tion, with law enforcement- 
related killings numbering 
in the hundreds every year 
in Rio state alone. Officers 
are commonly accused of 
shaking down people fo 
boost their meager salaries 
and forming armed milifias 
as brufal as the drug traf¬ 
ficking gangs fhey’re sup¬ 
posed fo combaf.Q 














Aruba Says ‘Masha Danki’ to Group of Loyal Visitors 




EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
honored Goodwill Ambas¬ 
sadors at the Aruba Beach 
Club. 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 


ot the Minister ot Tourism as 
a token ot appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba tor 
20-or-more consecutive 
years. 

All the honorees are mem¬ 
bers of the Aruba Beach 


Club and have been enjoy¬ 
ing the island every year. 
The honorees ore Salvatore 
and Carmela Coraci, Sal¬ 
vatore and Maryann Mu- 
sumeci, and William and 
Randi Barner. 


The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Ricardo 
Croes representing Aruba 
Tourism Authority together 
with friends and family who 
conducted the ceremony 
held at the Aruba Beach 


Club. Top reasons for re¬ 
turning provided by the 
honorees were the Fantas¬ 
tic Sunset, Beautiful Blue 
Ocean, Friendly Aruban 
Hospitality and the Local 
Restaurants. □ 
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Enjoy Thanksgiving Oceanfront at Bugaioe Beach Bar & Griii Tonight! 



PALM BEACH - Bugaioe 
Beach Bar & Grill, located 
on De Palm Pier between 
the Rodisson Resort and Riu 
Palace Hotel is very thank¬ 
ful to host your oceanfront 
Thanksgiving dinner to¬ 
night! Come down to the 
best beach bar &grillin Aru¬ 
ba and enjoy a fun night 
under the Caribbean sky, 
with perfect views, mouth¬ 
watering food and a deli¬ 
cious cocktail in hand! 

Our chef Marc Hernan¬ 
dez is happy to serve you 
a delicious and traditional 
Thanksgiving menu con¬ 
sisting of: A roasted turkey 


with garlic mashed potato 
and grilled green aspara¬ 
gus. All for just $20,-1 
Don't forget to stop by 
before dinner to enjoy 
our new Happy Hour Live 
Entertainment between 
5-6pm or join our second 
Happy Hour at 10-11pm. 
Top experienced perform¬ 
ers Benny & Robin will sing 
their hearts out, while you 
enjoy two pre-dinner aper¬ 
itifs for the price of one. 
Thus, head down to Buga¬ 
ioe tonight to be ensured 
of on entertaining night 
with a delicious Thanksgiv¬ 
ing dinner for only $20,-. □ 


This upcoming Friday: hooray! 

Starbucks Renaissance Marketpiace Ceiebrates 5th Anniversary 



ORANJESTAD - November 
- It’s already been 5 years 
since Starbucks came to 
Aruba and ‘brewed’ things 
up. It changed Aruba’s 
‘coffee drinking habit’ for¬ 
ever. The first Starbucks es¬ 
tablishment was opened in 
2009 in Renaissance Mar¬ 


ketplace and in no time it 
became the number one 
spot to socialize, attend 
meetings or relax after a 
long day of work. Therefore 
the 5th year anniversary 
cannot go unnoticed. 
Starbucks Celebration: 
During the celebration 


day, November 28, all 
warm and cold Starbucks 
drinks will be available for 
only $5. Starbucks fans 
can enjoy their all time fa¬ 
vorites at a special prize 
during the whole day. A 
celebration party equals 
cake; Starbucks will have 



a delicious 5 storey cake 
for all customers. As of 
6pm live entertainment by 
Angelo Koolman who will 
surely get the party going. 
Starbucks Selfie Cam¬ 
paign: Besides this. Star- 
bucks invites all customers 
to take pictures with the 
popular ‘Starbucks Cup’ 
at Renaissance Mall during 
the week of December 1st 
- December 7th, at Paseo 


Herencia during the week 
of December 8th - Decem¬ 
ber 14th and at Renais¬ 
sance Marketplace dur¬ 
ing December 15th - De¬ 
cember 21 st. Every week a 
winner who gets a break¬ 
fast for two at Starbucks. 
Starbucks Xmas Gift Cer¬ 
tificates are already avail¬ 
able. Stay tuned for Star- 
bucks weekly offers starting 
December 2nd. □ 
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Vitaly and Alla Honored at the DM Phoenix Resort 



PALM BEACH - Recently the Aruba 
Tourism Authority hod the great 
pleasure ot honoring a very nice 
couple as Distinguished Visitors at 
the Aruba Divi Phoenix. The sym¬ 
bolic honorary title is presented in 
the name ot the Minister ot Tour¬ 


ism as a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for lO-to-19 
consecutive years. 

The honorees were Mr. Vitaly and 
Mrs. Alla Lekarev from New Jersey. 
Vitaly and Alla are loyal members 
of the Aruba Divi Phoenix and they 


love Aruba very much because of 
the friendly people, the climate, 
beaches, restaurants, the stunning 
view of their room and Aruba feels 
like a second home, the people 
are like a family to them and the 
Divi Phoenix is their home away 


from home. This year they brought 
2 of their grandsons with them on 
this trip. The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Ernest Giel represent¬ 
ing the Aruba Tourism Authority to¬ 
gether with Mr. Carlos Werleman 
representing the Divi Phoenix. 
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The Shops 

At Alhambra Casino 

Offering a wids variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Saloa & Spa Services. 
Souvenirs and more, 

Baskin Rnbbkis * Ounkin Donuts 
FusiDn Piano S Wine Oar 
Juan Valdoz Cati * Subway *■ B-Glass 
Shalom Body and Soul Spa 
Hollywood Smohehduse 
Hungry Piranha * Aruba Aloe 
Biioux To mar Bdutiqud 
The Lazy lirard * The Market 
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Aruba Marine Park Foundation protects our reefs: 

Lionfish is an invasive species which threatens our reefs 


PALM BEACH - ‘Lionfish ore 
staking claim on our Pristine 
Reefs” explains Marine Biolo¬ 
gist, Byron Boekhoudt. The 
brightly colored Lionfish ore 
attracting our juvenile fish 
who curiously swim directly 
towards the predatory fish 
and BAM - our fish ore getting 
gobbled up. ‘‘We need our 
fish to graze the reefs to the 
keep the reef healthy and it’s 
becoming a big problem”, 
Boekhoudt explains. 

The indigenous Indo- Pacific 
Lionfish has proven to be a 
super predator eating any¬ 
thing its path. With no known 
ocean enemy, the Lionfish 
ore staking claim on our pris¬ 
tine reefs. Spawning more 
than 20,000 eggs every four 
days- the fish with its vora¬ 
cious appetite for whatever 
it con fit in its large mouth is 
gluttonous. The Lionfish over 
- population in Aruba contin¬ 
ues to be challenge to Lionfish 
Hunters who voluntarily spear 


up each spiny menace one 
at time. The Lionfish Hunters 
ore making a difference with 
each fish they spear. 

Lionfish Hunters wont you to 
know that Lionfish ore healthy 
to eat and delicious too! 
Lionfish is a very tasty, firm 
white fish with o higher con¬ 
centration of heart - healthy 
Omega -3 fatty acids. Scor¬ 
ing more health benefits than 
Red Snapper, Grouper, Mahi 
Mahi and Wahoo, ‘‘Lionfish 
can be considered the Salm¬ 
on of Coral Reefs”, explains 
Lionfish Hunter / Captain Tuy 
of Go Get Em Fishing Char¬ 
ters. 

Make Lionfish Tonight’s Din¬ 
ner Special - From Menace 
Fish to a Tasty Dish! 

Support your Restaurants who 
serve Lionfish. Request this 
new delicacy at your favorite 
Seafood Restaurants. Lionfish 
recipes include everything 
from ceviches, fritters, tacos, 
battered or simply pan-fried 


with lemon, Lionfish sushi can 
also be enjoyed in Aruba. 

You can help to Cre¬ 
ate Awareness - Save the 
Date! November 30, 2014 
Fundraiser from 6pm - 8pm. 
We can Beat them by Eat¬ 
ing Them: Aruba Marine Park 
Foundation is hosting a lively 
sunset happy hour fundraiser 
at Nos Clubhuis, upstairs from 
Hadicurari Restaurant which 
will offer guests lionfish and 
lovely wine pairings courtesy 
of Romar Trading. Co- host 
to the event, Aruba Wine 
and Dine Chefs will circulate 
to discuss and share their 
tasty dishes and Lionfish reci¬ 
pes. Tickets are only Awg 50 
and will help develop more 
awareness programs for the 
predatory Lionfish. 

Tickets for the Marine Water 
Park Event on Nov 30 can 
be purchased at the Jolly 
Pirates Gift Shop. Please 
call 592-7858 for more Party 
Information. □ 
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Washington Redskins 
quarterback Robert Griffin 
iii (10) waiks on the sideiine 
during the fourth quarter of an 
NFL footbaii game against the 
San Francisco 49ers in Santa 
Ciara, Caiif., Sunday, Nov. 23, 
2014. 

Associated Press 

RG3 benched: 
Redskins to 
start Coit 
McCoy vs. 
indy 

By JOSEPH WHITE 

AP Sports Writer 
ASHBURN, Va. (AP) - Rob¬ 
ert Griffin III mingled in the 
locker room and made 
small talk about shoes and 
food. 

No sense talking about 
football, not when a play¬ 
er who once could do no 
wrong has been benched 
for the second time in two 
years. 

The Redskins will start Colt 
McCoy over Griffin on 
Sunday against the India¬ 
napolis Colts, the latest 
development in a stunning 
tailspin for the 2012 NFL Of¬ 
fensive Rookie of the Year. 
First-year coach Jay 
Gruden said McCoy will be 
given “every opportunity” 
to hold the job for the final 
five games of the season. 
“We're searching for an¬ 
swers on offense,” Gruden 
said. “And it starts at the 
quarterback position, quite 
frankly.” 



Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) 
shoots over Miami Heat torward Udonis Haslem 
(40) in the second halt ot an NBA basketball 
game, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2014, in Miami. Golden 
State deteated the Heat 114-97. 

Associated Press 
Page 19 
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Washington Redskins quarterback Robert Griffin iii, ieff is sacked 
by San Francisco 49ers defensive tackie Ray McDonaid during 
the first quarter of an NFL footbaii game in Santa Ciara, Caiif., 
Sunday, Nov. 23, 2014. 

Associated Press 


RG3 

Continued from Page 17 

Now it’s a question os to 
whether RG3 is done for 
good in Washington, and 
whether he’ll develop the 
skills necessary to succeed 
as a pocket-passer in the 
NFL. 

The Redskins (3-8) are 0-3 
since he returned from 
an ankle injury and have 
scored only one touch¬ 
down in each of the past 
two games. 

The former No. 2 overall 
draft pick seemed poised 
to revolutionize the quar¬ 
terback position with his 
arm and legs when he led 
Washington to the playoffs 
two years ago, but he is 
4-14 as a starter since the 
start of the 2013 season 
and has struggled to adjust 
his game. 

“We just want him to take 
a step back, work on his 
craft a little bit more, study 
the game a little bit more,” 
Gruden said. 

Griffin will serve as the No. 
2 quarterback on Sun¬ 
day. Although he chatted 


informally with reporters 
Wednesday, he made no 
comment about Gruden’s 
decision. 

The Redskins have not per¬ 
mitted Griffin to speak pub¬ 
licly at various times this 
season, but a team spokes¬ 


man said it was Griffin’s de¬ 
cision to remain silent this 
time. 

Gruden has had plenty to 
say, much of it quite can¬ 
did, about Griffin’s devel¬ 
opment. The coach was 
particularly brutal a week 


ago, citing “fundamental 
flaws” after an abysmal 
performance in a 20-point 
loss to the Tampa Bay Buc¬ 
caneers. 

Griffin followed that up by 
throwing for just 106 yards 
in a 17-13 defeat against 
the San Francisco. 

This is the fourth quar¬ 
terback change made 
by Gruden this year. The 
coach called it a “merry- 
go-around,” but it’s almost 
par for the course for the 
Redskins, who have used 
24 starters since 1993. The 
lack of continuity has its 
price - they’ve missed the 
playoffs in 18 of those 22 
seasons. 

And now they might have 
to start over yet again at 
the sport’s most important 
position. They gave up 
three first-round picks in 
order to move up and se¬ 
lect Griffin in the 2012 draft, 
a trade that had serious 
ramifications because it 
kept Washington from fill¬ 
ing other vital needs in sub¬ 
sequent drafts. 

The team will have to de¬ 
cide in the upcoming off¬ 



season whether to pick up 
a fifth-year option on Grif¬ 
fin’s contract. That now 
seems unlikely, but Gruden 
nevertheless said he hasn’t 
given up on the 24-year- 
old QB. 

“For Robert to take a step 
back and be a backup 
quarterback is not the 
end of the world,” Gruden 
said. “It’s happened to 
great quarterbacks in the 
past. It will happen again. 
... Doesn’t mean he’s not 
going to be a great quar¬ 
terback one day, here or 
somewhere else or what¬ 
ever.” 

The timing is particularly hu¬ 
miliating for Griffin because 
it comes as the Redskins 
are preparing to face the 
Colts and Andrew Luck, 
who was the No. 1 overall 
draft pick ahead of Grif¬ 
fin. The two will always be 
compared, but their paths 
have diverged incredibly 
since their rookie season. 
Griffin was benched for the 
final three games last year 
as the season spiraled to 
a 3-13 finish under then- 
coach Mike Shanahan. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your piate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Biue Mariin Reiease Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
WWW. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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NBA Capsules 

Curry powers Warriors 
past Heat 114-97 



Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots as Mi¬ 
ami Heat guard Shabazz Napier (13) detends in the second haif 
of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2014, In Miami. 
Golden State defeated the Heat 114-97. 

Associated Press 


MIAMI (AP) — Stephen 
Curry scored 40 points to 
help and the Golden State 
Warriors beat the Miami 
Heat 114-97 on Tuesday 
night for their sixth consec¬ 
utive victory. 

Golden State scared 14 
straight points to open a 
107-95 lead with 2:50 to 
go. Curry and Thompson 
capped the run with con¬ 
secutive 3-pointers. 
Thompson had 24 points for 
the Warriors, who shot 57 
percent. Curry was 12 for 
19 from the field, including 
an 8-for-l 1 performance 
from 3-point range. 

Chris Bosh scored 26 points 
for Miami, and Luol Deng 
had 16. James Ennis’ dunk 
with 9:11 left was the Heat’s 
last field goal. 

NUGGETS 114, BULLS 109 
DENVER (AP) — Ty Lawson 
scored 20 points, including 
a key jumper in the wan¬ 
ing secands, as Denver 
earned its fifth straight win. 
Arran Afflala added 19 
points and Danilo Gallinari 
had 15 for the Nuggets, 
who defeated the Bulls for 
the eighth straight time in 
Denver. 

Bulls point guard Derrick 
Rose was limited to 10 min¬ 
utes in his second game 
back from a left hamstring 
strain. Rose, who scored 18 
points in his return Monday 
night against Utah after a 
faur-game absence, felt 
tightness in the hamstring 
during the first quarter and 
didn’t play the rest of the 
way. 

Jimmy Butler had 32 points 
for Chicago, and Pau Ga- 
sal finished with 22 paints 
and 11 rebounds. 

HAWKS 106, WIZARDS 102 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re¬ 


serves Mike Scott and Shel- 
vin Mack led a fourth-quar¬ 
ter surge for the Hawks. 
Scatt and Mack scored At¬ 
lanta’s first 16 points of the 
final period, sparking a 22-5 
run that built a 14-paint 
lead befare the Wizards 
hit a spate of 3-pointers to 
make the final score close. 
Scott finished with 17 points 
in 23 minutes, and Mack 
had 13 in 19 for the Hawks, 
who have won six of eight. 
Jeff Teague scared 28 
points, and Paul Millsap 
had 17 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds for Atlanta. 

John Wall had 21 paints 
and 13 assists, and Marcin 
Gortat had 12 points and 
11 rebounds for the Wiz¬ 
ards, who committed a 
season-high 25 turnovers. 
KINGS 99, PELICANS 89 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — De- 
Marcus Cousins had 22 
points, 12 rebounds, five as¬ 
sists and three steals, lead¬ 
ing the Kings ta their third 
straight win. 


SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Spurs 
coach Gregg Popovich will 
miss Wednesday night’s 
game against the Indiana 
Pacers after undergoing 
what the team is calling a 
minor medical procedure. 
Popovich also is expected 
to miss Friday’s home game 
against Sacramenta. Assis¬ 
tant Ettare Messina will run 
the team in Papavich’s ab¬ 
sence. 

“It’s not what you want, but 
the good thing is that obvi¬ 
ously it’s nothing big or you 
would not see me here so 
relaxed,” Messina said. 
Messina becomes the first 


Omri Casspi also scored 
22 for Sacramento. Casspi, 
wha made his first start of 
the season in place at the 
injured Rudy Gay, was with 
New Orleans far a brief 
stretch this offseascn be- 
fcre being released in a 
salary-cap move. 

New Orleans forward An¬ 
thony Davis was held to 14 
points after he scored 28 in 
a victory over the Kings last 
Tuesday. He also had nine 
rebaunds and blacked two 
shots. 

Tyreke Evans had 22 paints, 
seven rebounds and five 
assist far the Pelicans, who 
were 3 for 17 from 3-point 
range. 

BUCKS 98, PISTONS 86 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Bran¬ 
don Knight had 20 points 
and eight assists to spark 
the Bucks to the victory. 
O.J. Mayo, making his first 
start at the seasan, added 
17 points as Milwaukee (8- 
7) avaided its first three- 


European-born coach tc 
run an NBA team in the 
regular season. Referred by 
many as the “Coach Pop 
of Europe,” Messina is in his 
first season with the Spurs 
after a successful interna- 
ticnal career. 

“Obviously, he’s an interna- 
tianal basketball legend,” 
Indiana coach Frank Vogel 
said. “I dan’t really know 
that much more about 
him other than he’s highly, 
highly respected.” 

Messina is a two-time Euro¬ 
league coach of the year 
and also has coached in 
Russia, Italy and Spain. He 


game slide of the season. 
Rookie Jabari Parker con¬ 
tributed 14 points and nine 
rebounds. 

Detroit (3-11) has lost five in 
a row and eight of nine. 
Andre Drummond had 23 


served as a caaching can- 
sultant for the Los Angeles 
Lakers in 2011-12. 
“Everybody here tells me 
from Day One to feel very 
comfortable,” Messina said 
of San Antonio. 

In recent seasons, his name 
was raised as a candidate 
to become the first Euro¬ 
pean caach ta become a 
head coach in the NBA. 
David Blatt beat him ta it, 
coming over from Israel this 
year to coach the Cleve¬ 
land Cavaliers. But Blatt is 
American born. 

Messina coached the Spurs 
in a 121-90 preseason loss 


points and 10 rebaunds for 
the Pistons, and Greg Mon¬ 
roe added 15 points and 
eight boards. Drummond 
was averaging 8.7 points 
coming into the night, but 
shot 11 of 15 from the floor. 


to Phoenix on Oct. 16 when 
Popovich opted to stay at 
home. 

“I am terribly scared,” Mes¬ 
sina said of his regular-sea¬ 
son debut. “I am average 
scared. Not scared at all. 
Yau pick up the (one you 
want). 

“I’m trying ta think what 
Pap wauld have said to 
you. I haven’t thought 
about (being the first Eu¬ 
ropean-born coach in the 
NBA), honestly. You try to 
stay focused on what you 
have to do, that’s it. There 
is already enough to think 
about. 


Spurs’ Popovich undergoes minor medicoi procedure 
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Neal lifts Predators over Kings 4-3 in shootout 


The Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (APj 

— James Neal scored the 
only goal of o six-round 
shootout to give the Nash¬ 
ville Predators o 4-3 win 
over the Los Angeles Kings 
on Tuesday night. 

Craig Smith, Ryan Ellis and 
Eric Nystrom scored in reg¬ 
ulation for Nashville. In the 
shootout, Neal beat Martin 
Jones with o wrist shot be¬ 
tween the pads. 

Pekka Rinne made 18 saves 
in regulation and overtime, 
and then stopped oil six 
Kings shooters in the tie¬ 
breaker. 

Jamie McBoin, Morion 
Goborik, and Drew Dough¬ 
ty scored for Los Angeles, 
which has lost two straight. 

AVALANCHE 4, COYOTES 3, 
OT 

GLENDALE, Arizona (AP) 




LUNCH ^MENU*'li 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27ih 


iPoJULp, oJ^ the, 

Turkey and corn chowder with cilantro 

JTLain, 

Oven-baked turkey breast with cranberry and orange marmalade 
Chicken saute with shallots and Dijon mustard sauce 
Roasted pork loin with prosciutto and pumpkin seeds sauce 
Slow-roasted beef with fine herbs au jus 
Baked grouper filler with paprika and lemon butter sauce 

Qhe^% iPpexuxxti, 

Carolina pride ham with pineapple sauce 

iPide, %UheA> 

Spicy turkey paella, garlicky smashed potatoes with mushrooms, 
sauteed haricots verts, red pepper and pine nuts, 
steamed fresh yams with mapple and chopped pecans, 
baby lima beans with hickory smoked ham, 
corn bread, smoked turkey, and golden raisins classic stuffing 


^4ee OaMJunxj. 


From 10am to 2pm 




THE#i 

SUPERMARKET 

INARURA 


For more information please call (297) 583-2370 
Open Monday to Saturday from Sam to 9pm. 

Sunday from 9am to 6pm • www.lingandsons.com 


As Colorado Avalanche's 
Matt Duchene (9) moves to 
the net to shoot the puck, 
Arizona Coyotes' Mike Smith, 
left, has the goal fall over 
on him as Coyotes' Keith 
Yandle (3) defends during 
overtime of an NHL hockey 
game Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2014, 
in Glendale, Ariz. The Ava¬ 
lanche won 4-3. 

Associated Press 

— Daniel Briere scored 
3:16 into overtime, helping 
the Avalanche complete 
o comeback from three 
goals down to get the 
rood win. 

Briere got help from the 
Coyotes' Martin Honzol, 
who backhanded Briere's 
pass post his own goalie, 
Mike Smith. 

Colorado (8-9-5) won 
for the fourth time in five 
gomes otter o goalie 
change in the first period. 
Arizona (9-11-3) absorbed 
another lote-gome home 
loss.The Avalanche tied it 
at 3 when Mott Duchene's 
pass from behind the net 
went off the stick of Coy¬ 
otes forward Louri Korpikos- 
ki and squeezed post Smith 
at 4:05 of the third period. 
CANUCKS 2, DEVILS 0 
VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — Ryan Miller 
mode 20 saves for his sec¬ 
ond shutout of the season, 
helping the Canucks beat 
New Jersey. 

Alex Burrows and Shown 
Matthias scored for the 


Canucks, who hove won 
three of four. 

Cory Schneider stopped 
34 shots, but the Devils lost 
for the fourth time in five 
gomes. 

DUCKS 3, FLAMES 2 

ANAHEIM, California (AP) 
— Corey Perry, Mott Be- 
leskey and Kyle Palmieri 
staked Anaheim to o big 
lead, and the Ducks held 
on for their 19th straight 
home victory against Col- 
gory. The Flames haven't 
won in Anaheim since Jon. 
19, 2004. Only three play¬ 
ers who played for Calgary 
in that gome ore active in 
the NHL. 

Jonas Hiller, who spent 
his first seven NHL seasons 
with Anaheim before sign¬ 
ing with Calgary in July, 
stopped 29 shots in his 
return. The Flames, com¬ 
ing off o 4-1 homestond 
that included shootout 
wins over the Ducks and 
New Jersey Devils, spoiled 
Frederik Andersen's shut¬ 
out bid with 8:58 remaining 
when T.J. Brodie beat him 
with o screened slop shot. 
Jiri Hudler mode it 3-2 with 
25.4 seconds to ploy otter 
Hiller was pulled for on ex¬ 
tra skater. 

Andersen mode 32 saves. 
SENATORS 3, BLUES 2, SO 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Erik Con- 
dro and Alex Chiosson 
scored third-period goals 
for Ottawa. 

The Senators, who had 
lost three of four and six of 
eight, trailed by two goals. 
They were beaten of home 
by the Blues on Saturday. 
The Blues, who lost No. 1 
goalie Brian Elliott to o low¬ 
er-body injury late in the 
second period, hod won 
two straight and five of 
seven. They entered hav¬ 
ing allowed on NHL-best 
2.0 goals per gome behind 
the goalie tandem of Elliott 
and Jake Allen. 

Elliott left with 6:02 remain¬ 
ing in the second otter his 
right leg bent backward 
during o scramble in the 
crease. The puck went in 
the net, but the goal was 
waved off otter o review. 
JETS 4, BLUE JACKETS 2 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Evonder Kane scored two 
power-ploy goals, and 
Winnipeg held on for the 
rood win. □ 
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IPTL: New league offers a new look for tennis 



Switzerland's Roger Federer falls to the cloy otter defeating France’s Richard Gasquet and win¬ 
ning the Davis Cup final between France and Switzerland at Stade Pierre AAauroy in Lille, northern 
France, Sunday, Nov. 23, 2014. 


C.RAJSHEKHAR RAO 

AP Sports Writer 
There's no rest tor 
Roger. Bock near 
the top of the rank¬ 
ings, and fresh from 
his long-awaited Da¬ 
vis Cup triumph with 
Switzerland, Roger 
Federer is getting 
ready for the Inter¬ 
national Premier Ten¬ 
nis League that gets 
underway on Friday. 
Joining Federer in 
the franchise-based, 
short-format compe¬ 
tition will be the top- 
ranked players in 
men’s and women’s 
tennis, with Novak 
Djokovic and Serena 
Williams also signed 
up to play. 

The IPTL will launch 
with a tournament 
at Manila this week. 
Singapore, New Del¬ 
hi and Dubai are the 
other stops for the $ 

1 million event that 
runs till Dec. 13. 

Andre Agassi and 
Pete Sampras are among 
the retired greats who'll 
feature in the tournament 
that will be contested 
by four teams — the Ma¬ 
nila Mavericks, Singapore 
Slammers, Indian Aces and 
United Arab Emirates Roy¬ 
als. 

“It is a revolutionary team 
tennis event breaking 
through the boundaries 
of traditional tennis for¬ 
mats," IPTL founder and 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — Former top-ranked 
Caroline Wozniacki and 
Venus Williams will open 
their 2015 tennis seasons 
at the ASB Classic in Auck¬ 
land from Jan. 5. The No. 
1-ranked doubles combi¬ 
nation of Roberta Vinci and 
Sara Errani will also start the 
new season at the hard 
court tournament in New 
Zealand. Errani is ranked 
No. 14 in singles and is one 


former doubles star Ma- 
hesh Bhupathi said ahead 
of the tournament, which 
he hopes to convert to 
an eight-team league by 
2020. 

“But we need to be sus¬ 
tainable and we don't 
want to be too aggressive 
— we want to make sure 


of five top-30 players in the 
main singles draw for the 
traditional Australian Open 
leadup. Wozniacki is cur¬ 
rently ranked No. 8 in sin¬ 
gles and Williams, runner- 
up in Auckland last year, 
is 18th. The 32 player main 
draw, confirmed Wednes¬ 
day, also includes two- 
time Grand Slam cham¬ 
pion Svetlana Kuznetsova 
and 22-year-old American 
Coco Vandeweghe.Q 


that along the lines other 
people also see it as a vi¬ 
able business model.” 

The format includes men’s 
and women’s singles, 
men’s doubles, mixed dou¬ 
bles and legends singles 
matches. Essentially, it’s an 
exhibition with a competi¬ 
tive streak. 

Each fixture will consist 
of five one-set matches, 
which could be decided 
by a four-minute shootout 
at 5-5 rather than a tradi¬ 
tional tiebreaker. 

There will be no advantage 
scores and the outcome 
will be decided by aggre¬ 
gating games won from all 
five matches rather than 
the match results. 

There will also be ‘power 
points’ which will give play¬ 
ers a chance to double up 
on a point in each match 
by nominated it before re¬ 
ceiving serve. Other addi¬ 
tions include time-outs. 
Williams, who won the 
season-ending WTA title in 
Singapore last month, said 
“I'm looking forward to 
coming back to Singapore 


Associated Press 

and playing for the Sin¬ 
gapore Slammers. I hope 
you’ll... enjoy a new format 
of tennis." 

No. 9-ranked Marin Cilic 
said playing in Asia was 
part of the appeal. 

“When I’m in Asia, I always 
have good experiences 
and I always feel wel¬ 
come," Cilic said. 

“Asian fans are very faith¬ 
ful and I appreciate that a 
lot.” 

Federer is an advocate 
of shorter formats in the 
game. He’ll also be playing 
former No. 1 Lleyton Hewitt 
in another shortened, fast¬ 
er form of the game in Syd¬ 
ney ahead of the Austra¬ 
lian Open. 

Players fought long and 
hard for more time off to 
rest and recuperate be¬ 
tween seasons, and the 
official off-season now 
extends for more than a 
month on the men's and 
women's tours. 

So participation of the 
star players in the IPTL has 
raised some questions 
about scheduling and fa¬ 


tigue manage¬ 
ment. 

The 33-year-old 
Federer helped 
Switzerland 
clinch its first 
Davis Cup title 
last weekend in 
France, and the 
17-time major 
winner will start 
his 2015 at the 
Brisbane Inter¬ 
national on Jan. 
5, a key warm¬ 
up tournament 
to the Australian 
Open. 

ATP president 
Chris Kermode 
last month de¬ 
scribed the IPTL 
as “just a series 
of glorified exhi¬ 
bitions.” 

“I actually don't 
have a prob¬ 
lem with it," he 
told reporters 
in Shanghai. “It 
isn’t the ATP’s 
business what 
the players did 
in the off-season, even if 
they criticize the duration 
of the tour and then jet 
away to play exhibition 
events when the curtain 
falls on the calendar.” 

The IPTL is another addi¬ 
tion to a growing list of 
franchise-based leagues 
run out of India following 
the massive success of 
cricket’s Twenty20 Indian 
Premier League. 

There is an Indian Soccer 
League involving players 
such as Nicolas Anelka, 
Alessandro Del Piero, Rob¬ 
ert Pires and Luis Garcia, 
as well as similar competi¬ 
tions in field hockey and 
kabaddi. 


Top players in the IPTL: 
Manila Mavericks: Andy 
Murray, Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, 
Maria Sharapova, Carlos 
Moya. 

Singapore Slammers: 
Serena Williams, Tomas 
Berdych, Lleyton Hewitt, 
Patrick Rafter. 

Indian Aces: Roger Fe¬ 
derer, Ana Ivanovic, Pete 
Sampras, Sania Mirza. 

UAE Royals: Novak Djokov¬ 
ic, Marin Cilic, Caroiine 
Wozniaki, Goran Ivanise¬ 
vic. □ 


Caroline Wozniacki, 
Venus Williams 
to start 2015 m NZ 
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Cholesterol, the Good and the Bad 


In the past they would kill 
the messenger who deliv¬ 
ered news that king did not 
want to hear. Tough job, 
tortunately, this doesn’t 
happen today. Or does 
it? With the declaration 
of helping patients, doc¬ 
tors try to eliminate your 
body signs (messages) with 
drugs. When consulting an 
allopathic doctor the first 
thing investigated is to see if 
you have a disease. If not, 
they may test your blood 
and identify values that 
they think will cause a dis¬ 
ease. With higher than nor¬ 
mal cholesterol numbers, 
cholesterol lowering drugs 
are frequently prescribed. 
Is this the best thing to do? 
Could it be that the reme¬ 
dy may be worse than the 
disease? 

Cholesterol lowering drugs, 
known as statins are prov¬ 
ing to be killers. Docu¬ 
ments indicate some se¬ 
nior executives of German 
pharmaceutical maker 
Bayer, knew its anti-cho¬ 
lesterol drug Baycol was 
causing illness and death 
long before pulling it off the 
market. It produces a side 
effect called rhabdomy- 
olysis which causes severe 
pain and muscle weak¬ 
ness. Serious cases can 
shut down the kidneys and 
cause paralysis or death. 
During other drug studies, 
test patients have commit¬ 
ted suicide. In fact, suicide 
is a stated possible risk from 
taking cholesterol lowering 
medicine. Why? Lipopro¬ 
teins, which are attached 
to cholesterol, provide a 
means by which toxins in¬ 
cluding, heavy metals, sol¬ 
vent toxins, pesticides, and 
petro-chemicals can be re¬ 
moved from your brain and 
nerves. As cholesterol falls. 


less lipoproteins are avail¬ 
able lowering your body’s 
ability to remove these poi¬ 
sons. 

For natural physicians, cho¬ 
lesterol is not bad. Hydroxy 
sterols are found in both 
animal and plant life. Cho¬ 
lesterol, a complicated 
form of alcohol is the main 
sterol of higher life forms. 
With the exception of brain 
and red blood cells, all cells 
in your body are capable 
of synthesizing or produc¬ 
ing cholesterol. Cholester¬ 
ol provides strength for cell 
walls; a way to use other 
sterols and every day, cho¬ 
lesterol is converted into 
bile acid, which helps pro¬ 
tect from and dissolve gall 
stones. 

In your blood stream cho¬ 
lesterol contains lipopro¬ 
teins. These proteins carry 
antioxidants such as vita¬ 
min E, beta carotene, and 
CoQlO that help protect 
you from cancer. When 
cholesterol is naturally low 
or forced low with drugs, 
cancer risks rises because 
protection is reduced. 
When a clinical nutritionist 
sees a high test value for 
cholesterol we look to see 
what caused your body 
to increase cholesterol to 
help protect your brain and 
nerves. If fat-soluble poi¬ 
sons are present, chang¬ 
ing what you do or don’t 
eat can help remove these 
“bad fats." With the poison 
gone, cells stop making ex¬ 
cess cholesterol for protec¬ 
tion. 

So what don’t we eat? 
Don’t eat sugar, especially 
alcohol or any of the grow¬ 
ing number of products 
with high fructose corn 
syrup. Stop all fried, salty, 
refined or processed foods, 
fatty dairy products or fatty 


meats. When we tell pa¬ 
tients this, many tell us we 
have just eliminated ev¬ 
erything they eat. In fact 
we have just described 
the Standard American 
or Aruban Diet (SAD).Ok, 
what do we eat? Fresh 
fruits and vegetables, lean 
meats, but not pork, whole 
grains like brown rice oats 
or quinoa, a Peruvian su¬ 
pergrain. Wheat is not the 
best choice for many peo¬ 
ple because of allergies 
and gluten intolerance. 
Fish that swim constantly 
in deep water are loaded 
with “good” HDL choles¬ 
terol which is needed to 
manufacture some very 
wonderful hormones, like 
sex hormones. Medicinal 
oils packed with HDL in¬ 
clude: olive, evening prim¬ 
rose, black currant, flax, 
safflower and soy. Herbs 
that lower LDL/triglycerides 
(bad cholesterol) are Shii¬ 
take mushrooms, cayenne, 
ginger, cat’s claw, garlic 
and turmeric. 

“Good cholesterol" pro¬ 
ducing foods which in¬ 
clude essential fatty acids 
(EFA) rich in Omega 3, 6 
and 9 in the correct pro¬ 
portions have changed 
with modern diets. Most of 
us are not getting enough 
Omega 3’s and some of 
us are not getting enough 
of omega 3 and 6. Sup¬ 
plementing with Flax oil or 
Omega fish oils is more im¬ 
portant than ever. Lecithin 
is good oil I consider a ba¬ 
sic, especially for protect¬ 
ing the brain. Make sure 
you only use fish oils certi¬ 
fied to be free of toxins like 
Mercury. Eat smaller meals, 
especially before bed. 
While you sleep, the stom¬ 
ach also sleeps and food 
does not digest properly. 




Want to get all this under 
control quickly? Eat only 
brown rice for three weeks. 
Nothing else! Include lots 
of water and moderate 
exercise. It’s always best 
to do a cleansing diet like 
this with the supervision of a 
clinical nutritionist. Get the 
point! Not all cholesterol 
is bad. Cholesterol lower¬ 
ing drugs and their known 
side effects are not the only 
choice. We need good 
cholesterol to protect our 
brains and nerves. Chang¬ 
es in diet and lifestyle can 
naturally help control not 
only “bad” cholesterol, but 
you might find improve¬ 
ment with symptoms of 
high blood pressure, arthri¬ 
tis, and diabetes. Call us 
for a full evaluation of the 
good and the bad of your 
health. Let us teach you 
how to turn the “ugly" into 
“beautiful!” 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having studied 
in China; a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of 
the Latin American Com¬ 
mittee of the International 
Academy of Oral Medicine 


and Toxicology (lAOMT), a 
Rejuvenating Cell Therapist 
specializing in Age Man¬ 
agement, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For in¬ 
formation: VIANA HEALING 
CENTER, Kibaima 7, St Cruz 
TEL: 585-1270 Web Site: 
www.vianaheal.com 
“Prescriptions from Para¬ 

dise" - International Book 
Award Winner, Alterna¬ 
tive Health - ta optenible 
na Aruba na Viana Heal¬ 
ing Center, Tur libreria. Gift 
shops y centro nan di salud 
di calidad. tambe ta dis- 
ponibel den forma do print 
y pa Kindle download 
pa nos amigo nan pa to 
di Aruba na www.ama- 
zon.com Pa anuncio nan 
acerca di mas evento nan 
y firmamento di buki check 
, check corant nan local, 
radio y television tambe 
como riba www.viana- 
heal.com v join e discusion 
riba nos Facebook pagina: 
www.facebook.com/pre- 

scriptionsformpgradise 
Signed copies at Viana 
Healing Center, EBook Holi¬ 
day Special at www.ama- 
zon.com, check for Events 
at: facebook.com/viana- 
healingcenter 


Sift Certificates 
Healthy Products 



Need a Whole Body Make-Over? TEL: 585-1270 

Pain & Inflammation - Sleep - Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems, PMS, 
Menopause, Chronic colds & flu - Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum - Addiction 
(Alcohol, street & legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL) - AGE Management 




M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 

w^eic(rfne 

www.vianaheal.com 

info@vianaheai.com „ ^ 

Dr. Carlos Vian^ 

Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 


Visit 
AnCpi^’s 
"hiM-tpvt 
i, Pi^ctpr 


t 








l/ ( cc KL 


HEALING CENTER 

* Toxic Heavy Metals, Amino Acids 
jl *Food & Chemical Sensitivity Testing 




^Speeialized Hormone Testing 


Take Home PARADISE 



Available at local 
Bookstores & Gift shops 
Paperback & EBook on SfTWIiOfl 
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Google’s latest: A spoon that steadies tremors 


MARTHA MENDOZA 
AP National Writer 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, California 
(AP) — Google is throwing 
its money, brain power and 
technalogy at the humble 
spoan. 

Of caurse these spoans 
(dan’t call them spaogles) 
are a bit more than your 
basic utensil: Using hun¬ 
dreds of algorithms, they 
allow people with essential 
tremors and Parkinson’s Dis¬ 
ease to eat without spilling. 
The technology senses 
how a hand is shaking 
and makes instant adjust¬ 
ments ta stay balanced. In 
clinical trials, the Liftware 
spoans reduced shaking of 
the spoon bowl by an aver¬ 
age of 76 percent. 

“We want to help people 
in their daily lives today 
and hopefully increase un¬ 
derstanding of disease in 
the long run,” said Google 
spokesperson Katelin Jab- 
bari. Other adaptive devic¬ 
es have been developed 
to help people with tremors 
— rocker knives, weighted 
utensils, pen grips. But until 
now, experts say, technol¬ 
ogy has not been used in 
this way. 

“It’s totally novel,” said 
UC San Francisco Medi¬ 
cal Center neurologist Dr. 
Jill Ostrem who specializes 
in movement disorders like 
Parkinson’s disease and es¬ 
sential tremors. 

She helped advise the in¬ 
ventors, and says the de¬ 
vice has been a remark¬ 
able asset for some of her 
patients. 

“I have some patients who 
couldn’t eat independent¬ 
ly, they had to be fed, and 
now they can eat on their 
own,” she said. “It daesn’t 
cure the disease, they still 
have tremar, but it’s a very 
positive change.” 

Google got into the no¬ 
shake utensil business in 
September, acquiring a 
small. National of Institutes 
of Health-funded startup 
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In this photo taken Thursday, Nov. 20,2014, Shirin Vala, 65, who is an essential tremor patient, uses 
a Liftware Spoon to eat without spiiiing at her home in Oakland, Calif. 

Associated Press 


As it was refined, she tried 
it out and gave them feed¬ 
back. And when they hit 
the market at $295 apiece, 
she bcught one. 

Without the spoon, Vala 
said eating was really a 
challenge because her 
hands trembled so hard 
food fell off the utensils be¬ 
fore she could eat it. 

“I was shaking and I had a 
hard time to keep the food 
on a spoon, especially soup 
or something like an olive or 
tomatoes or something. It is 
very embarrassing. It’s very 
frustrating,” she said. 

The spoon definitely im¬ 
proved her situation. “I was 
surprised that I held the 
food in there so much bet¬ 
ter. It makes eating much 
easier, especially if I’m out 
at a restaurant,” she said. 


called Lift Labs for an un¬ 
disclosed sum. 

More fhan 10 million peo¬ 
ple worldwide, including 
Google co-founder Sergey 
Brin’s mother, have essen¬ 
tial tremors or Parkinson’s 
disease. Brin has said he 
also has a mutation asso¬ 
ciated with higher rates of 
the Parkinson’s and has do¬ 
nated more than $50 mil¬ 
lion to research for a cure, 
although Jabbari said the 
Lift Labs acquisitian was nat 
related. 

Lift Lab faunder Anupam 
Pathak said moving from 
a small, four-person sfartup 
in San Francisca fa fhe vasf 
Google campus in Moun¬ 
tain View has freed him 
up to be more creative as 
he explores how to apply 
the technology even more 
broadly. 

His team warks at the 
search giant’s divisian 
called Goagle(x) Life Sci¬ 
ences, which is aisc de¬ 
veloping a smart contact 
lens that measures glucase 
levels in tears for diabet¬ 
ics and is researching how 
nanoparticles in blood 
might help detect diseases. 
Joining Google has been 
motivating, said Pathak, 
but his focus remains an 
people who are naw able 
fa eat independently with 
his device. “If ycu build 
scmefhing with ycur hands 
and it has that sort of an im¬ 
pact, it’s the greatest feel¬ 
ing ever,” he said. “As an 


engineer who likes to build 
things, that’s the most vali¬ 
dating thing that can hap¬ 
pen.” 

Pathak said they also 
hope to add sensars ta the 
spoons to help medical 
researchers and praviders 
better understand, mea¬ 
sure and alleviate tremors. 
Shirin Vala, 65„ has had an 
essential tremor for about 
a decade. She was at her 
monthly Essential Tremor 
group at a San Ramon 
medical clinic earlier this 
year when researchers de- 
velcping the device intrc- 
duced the idea and asked 
if anyone was inferesfed in 
helping fhem. 



In this photo taken Friday, Nov. 21, 2014, is the Liftware Spoon, 
that heips people with eat without spilling, in its packaging at 
Google headquarters in Mountain View, Caiif. 


Twitter lets merchants 
offer deals to its users 


NEW YORK (AP) — Twitter 
is expanding its reach into 
commerce with a new tool 
called “Offers.” 

Advertisers can post pro¬ 
motions and discaunts in 
users’ Twitter feeds, whefh- 
er or not the users follow 
fhose merchanfs on fhe 
short-messaging service. 

To redeem an offer, cus¬ 
tomers enter their credit 
or debit card information. 
They then use the same 
card to redeem the pro¬ 
motion in a store. After they 
do, they will get cash back 


on their card. For now, the 
feature only works in the 
U.S. but Twitter could ex¬ 
pand it to other countries. 
San Francisco-based Twit¬ 
ter Inc. says it will encrypt 
and stare the credit card 
infarmation but users can 
remove it any time. 

The company has slowly 
been branching out into 
shopping. It launched a 
“Buy” button in September 
that lets users make pur¬ 
chases or donate money 
to charities without leaving 
Twitter. Facebaak is alsa 


testing a similar tool. 
Pushing into e-commerce 
could help Twitter add an¬ 
other source of revenue as 
fhe digital advertising mar¬ 
ket graws and more peo¬ 
ple shop online. It has been 
trying to increase its user 
base amid some concerns 
of a slowdown. It had 284 
million monthly active users 
at the end of September, 
an increase of 23 percent 
form a year earlier. 

Its stock ended Tuesday 
dawn 43 cents, or 1 per¬ 
cent, at $39.76. 
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Wall Street Inches to record ahead of holiday 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The U.S. 
stock market eked out 
another record close on 
Wednesday ahead of the 
Thanksgiving holiday as in¬ 
vestors assessed the latest 
reports on the economy 
and some corporate earn¬ 
ings. 


the previous month. 

The reports paint a picture 
of a “good, but not great” 
economy, said Scott Keif- 
er, global investment spe¬ 
cialist at JPMorgan Private 
Bank. Slow growth is keep¬ 
ing inflation low and that's 
holding down interest 
rates. The result is an en¬ 
vironment in which stocks 


The index has now closed 
at an all-time high on 47 
occasions this year. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 12.81 points, 
or 0.1 percent, to 17,827.75. 
The Nasdaq composite 
climbed 29.07 points, or 0.6 
percent, to 4,787.32. 
Semiconductor stocks 
were among the gain- 


tor stocks in the S&P 500, 
which rose 2.3 percent. 
Stocks have rebounded 
strongly from a slump that 
lasted from mid-Septem¬ 
ber to mid-October. The 
S&P 500 has surged 11.3 
percent since then. The 
gains have slowed this 
week, however, ahead of 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 
“This seems to be a clas¬ 
sic holiday plateau,” said 
Kristina Hooper, head of US 
Capital Markets Research 
& Strategy for Allianz Glob¬ 
al Investors. “Probably, we 
are not going to get any 
focus until we come back 
on Monday.” 

The U.S. stock market will 
be closed on Thursday for 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 
It will also close early, at 
1:00 p.m. Eastern time, on 
Friday. 

Among individual stocks, 
Deere was among the 
losers. The company’s 
fourth-quarter results were 
stronger than Wall Street 
expected, but the com¬ 
pany said its sales of farm 
equipment and its income 
will keep falling in the com¬ 
pany’s new fiscal year. 
Deere’s stock slid 80 cents, 
or 0.9 percent, to $86.99. 
Energy stocks were once 
again the biggest loser of 
the 10 industry groups rep¬ 
resented in the S&P 500 
index as the price of oil 
dipped again. 

The price of oil slid to an¬ 
other four-year low in light 
trading ahead of an OPEC 
meeting Thursday in Vi¬ 
enna that is not expected 
to result in a cut to global 
production.Q 



Amy Kule, second from right, executive producer of Mocy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, is joined 
by Miss USA 2014 Nia Sanchez, and Santa Claus as she rings the New York Stock Exchange 
opening bell, Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2014. The U.S. stock market will be closed on Thursday for the 
Thanksgiving holiday. It will also close early, at 1:00 p.m. Eastern time, on Friday. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

ers on Wednesday after 
Analog Devices reported 
income and revenue that 
exceeded Wall Street’s 
forecasts. The company 
said it expects revenue 
growth of 21 percent in 
its first fiscal quarter. The 
stock jumped $2.85, or 5.5 
percent, to $54.56, lead¬ 
ing gains for semiconduc- 


Orders for long-lasting 
manufactured goods 
rose in October, but a key 
category that tracks busi¬ 
ness investment plans de¬ 
clined sharply for a second 
straight month. Another re¬ 
port showed U.S. consum¬ 
ers spent modestly more in 
October, a slight improve¬ 
ment after no gain at all in 


can prosper. 

“There seems to be a feel¬ 
ing that the markets are 
going to continue to drift 
higher as we get to the 
end of the year,” said Keif- 
er, who is based in Orange 
County, Calif. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index rose 5.80 points, or 
0.3 percent, to 2,072.83. 


US orders for durable goods up 0.4 percent 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Or¬ 
ders to U.S. factories for 
long-lasting manufactured 
goods rose in October, 
but a key category that 
tracks business investment 
plans declined sharply for 
a second straight month. 
Orders for durable goods 
increased 0.4 percent last 
month following a 0.9 per¬ 
cent drop in September 
and an even bigger 18.3 
percent plunge in August, 
the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment reported Wednes¬ 


day. The two months of de¬ 
clines reflected big swings 
in the volatile category of 
commercial aircraft. 

The small October gain was 
unimpressive, with declines 
in a number of categories 
including machinery, com¬ 
puters and primary metals 
such as steel. 

A key category viewed 
as a proxy for business in¬ 
vestment spending fell 1.3 
percent in October after 
a similar 1.3 percent Sep¬ 
tember drop. It was the 
biggest setback since a 1.4 
percent May decline. 


Economists believe the 
declines will be tempo¬ 
rary. They note that spend¬ 
ing by businesses on new 
equipment grew at a solid 
annual rate of 10.7 percent 
in the third quarter, and 
they expect further gains 
in the coming months 
as businesses invest to ex¬ 
pand and modernize their 
operations. 

For October, demand for 
transportation products 
rose 3.4 percent, reflect¬ 
ing strength in motor ve¬ 
hicles and a small decline 
in commercial aircraft or¬ 


ders. Demand for primary 
metals fell 2.4 percent, 
while orders for machinery 
dropped 1.2 percent. 

The Institute for Supply 
Management reported 
that its closely watched 
gauge of manufactur¬ 
ing activity posted a solid 
gain to a reading of 59 in 
October, up from 56.6 in 
September. Any reading 
above 50 signals expan¬ 
sion. 

The report is a good sign 
that the strength in manu¬ 
facturing will continue in 
coming months.Q 



STREET BRIEFS 

Netflix sues 
Yahoo ex-CIO 
for kickbacks 

NEW YORK (AP) — Netflix is 
suing a former company 
vice president who is now 
chief information officer 
at Yahoo, accusing him of 
receiving money from ven¬ 
dors he hired to work with 
the video streaming com¬ 
pany. Netflix says in the 
lawsuit that two companies 
paid Michael Kail commis¬ 
sions of up to 15 percent 
after he secured contracts 
with them. To date, Los 
Gatos, California-based 
Netflix says it paid the com¬ 
panies a combined total of 
more than $3.7 million. Net¬ 
flix says it was not aware 
of the payments until after 
Kail left in August for Ya¬ 
hoo. At Yahoo Inc., based 
in Sunnyvale, California, 
Kail oversees data center 
operations and reports to 
CEO Marissa Mayer. Yahoo 
and Netflix Inc. declined to 
comment. Kail did not im¬ 
mediately respond to a re¬ 
quest for comment. □ 

Thomas Cook 
shares tumble 
as CEO quits 

LONDON (AP) — Thomas 
Cook Chief Executive Har¬ 
riet Green has stepped 
down in a surprise move 
that wiped off around a 
fifth of the market value 
from the U.K.-based travel 
operator. During Green’s 
two-year tenure, Thomas 
Cook was transformed 
from failing tour operator 
to solid company. She cut 
costs — closing shops, re¬ 
ducing its air fleet and sell¬ 
ing hotels. The company is 
valued at just under 2 bil¬ 
lion pounds ($3.2 billion), 
compared to just 148 mil¬ 
lion pounds in July 2012. 
She said Wednesday she 
had intended to go once 
her work was complete. 
Green says “that time is 
now.” Green will be re¬ 
placed by chief operating 
officer Peter Fankhauser, 
who has been with Thomas 
Cook for 13 years. Thom¬ 
as Cook’s share price fell 
nearly 20 percent in early 
trading to 111 pence.Q 
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Deere dips on shaky outlook for fiscal year 2015 


NEW YORK (AP) — Deere’s 
fourth-quarter results were 
stronger than Wall Street 
expected but it says its 
farm equipment sales 
and profits will keep fall¬ 
ing in its new fiscal year as 
the sector remains weak. 
Its shares slipped in mid¬ 
day trading on Wednes¬ 
day. 

The world’s biggest farm 
equipment supplier says 


its annual net income will 
drop about 40 percent 
and revenue from agri¬ 
cultural and turf equip¬ 
ment will fall further than 
it did in fiscal 2014. 

Falling commodity prices 
and lower farm income 
are hurting companies 
like Deere & Co., and in 
August, Deere lowered 
its outlook and said it 
would cut production in 


response to weak sales. 
The Moline, Illinois, com¬ 
pany said agriculture and 
turf equipment fell 13 per¬ 
cent in fiscal 2014 and 
it expects them to drop 
20 percent in the current 
fiscal year. Deere got al¬ 
most three-quarters of its 
revenue from those prod¬ 
ucts in the last fiscal year. 
The company expects 
revenue from construc¬ 


tion and forestry equip¬ 
ment to keep improving. 
In the fourth quarter 
Deere says it earned 
$649.2 million, or $1.83 per 
share, down from $806.8 
million, or $2.11 per share, 
a year ago. Its revenue 
was $8.97 billion, down 
from $9.45 billion a year 
ago. 

FactSet says analysts ex¬ 
pected a profit of $1.57 


per share and $7.73 billion 
in revenue for the quarter, 
which ended on Oct. 31. 
The company’s shares fell 
$1.14, or 1.3 percent, to 
$86.65 in midday trading. 
Deere stock has fallen 4 
percent in 2014, but it has 
moved upward since ear¬ 
ly October, when it trad¬ 
ed under $79. The shares 
reached an annual peak 
of $94.89 in May.Q 


Applications for US jobless aid jump up to 313,000 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHiNGTON (AP) — The 

number of people seeking 
U.S. unemployment ben¬ 
efits jumped last week, 
pushing total applications 
above 300,000 for the 
first time in nearly three 
months. 

Weekly applications rose 
21,000 to a seasonally ad¬ 
justed 313,000, the Labor 
Department said Wednes¬ 
day. That’s the highest 
level since the first week 
of September. The four- 
week average, a less vola¬ 
tile measure, rose 6,250 to 
294,000. 

The increase is unlikely 
to raise concerns about 
the broader health of the 
job market. At least some 
of the rise occurred be¬ 
cause of seasonal layoffs 
in businesses affected by 
the cold weather, such as 
construction. The depart¬ 
ment seeks to control for 
such seasonal factors but 
doesn’t always do so per¬ 
fectly. 

Applications had been un¬ 
der 300,000 for 10 straight 
weeks, an unusually low 


level that indicates com¬ 
panies are laying off fewer 
workers. 

Even with last week’s in¬ 
crease, the overall level of 


applications is well below 
where it was 12 months 
ago. The four week aver¬ 
age has tumbled 12.2 per¬ 


cent in the past year, and 
isn’t that far from a 14-year 
low of 279,000 reached 
last month 

“Though we have seen 


increases over the past 
three weeks in the four- 
week average, the trend 
in claims remains relatively 


low,” Derek Lindsey, an 
economist at BNP Paribas, 
said in a note to clients. 
The fall in applications 
has coincided with stron¬ 


ger job gains. Employers 
have added an average 
of 229,000 jobs a month 
this year, putting 2014 on 


pace to be strongest year 
for hiring since 1999. That’s 
up from an average of 
194,000 last year. 

The unemployment rate 
has fallen to 5.8 percent, 
a six-year low, down from 
7.2 percent a year ago. 
Still, the number of people 
without jobs is concern¬ 
ing, with nearly 9 million 
Americans officially un¬ 
employed. That compares 
with 7.6 million before 
the recession. Yet barely 
a quarter of the unem¬ 
ployed are actually re¬ 
ceiving unemployment 
aid. 

That partly reflects the 
drop in layoffs. But it also 
suggests that Americans 
are more confident that 
they will find work when 
they do lose jobs. They also 
may be finding jobs faster 
than in the earlier stages 
of the recovery. As a result, 
they may be less likely to 
seek unemployment ben¬ 
efits. The percentage of 
laid off workers who apply 
for benefits is lower than 
it was just after the reces¬ 
sion ended five years ago, 
economists estimateQ. 



Job seekers Stevens de la Pena, foreground left, and Eduardo Perez, foreground right, fill out a 
job application at a job fair in Miami Lakes, Fia. The Labor Department released weekly jobless 
claims on Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2014. (AP Photo/Aian Diaz) 


US new home sales up 0.7 percent in Octobe 


M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sales 
of new U.S. homes edged 
up modestly in October, 
led by a big jump in activ¬ 
ity in the Midwest. 

New home sales advanced 
0.7 percent last month to 
a seasonally adjusted an¬ 
nual rate of 458,000, the 
Commerce Department 
reported Wednesday. The 
result followed a smaller 0.4 
percent gain in September 


and put sales at the high¬ 
est point since May. 

The strength last month 
stemmed from a big 15.8 
percent increase in sales in 
the Midwest and a smaller 
7.1 percent rise in the North¬ 
east. Those increases offset 
a 1.9 percent fall in sales in 
the South, which accounts 
for half of the new-home 
market, and a 2.7 percent 
drop in the West. 

The median price of a 
home sold in October was 


$305,000, up 16.5 percent 
from a year ago. 

Housing has struggled to 
recover since the recession 
ended in June 2009. Many 
potential buyers lack the 
savings and strong credit 
history needed to afford 
a home, causing them to 
rent or remain in their exist¬ 
ing homes instead of up¬ 
grading. New home sales 
remain sharply below the 
annual rate of 700,000 
seen during the 1990s. 


A combination of factors 
has depressed sales. An 
unusually harsh winter crip¬ 
pled sales at the beginning 
of the year and even after 
the snow had melted, tight 
credit, rising home prices 
and flat incomes for many 
Americans have limited 
the number of buyers who 
could afford a home. 

A separate report Wednes¬ 
day showed that the num¬ 
ber of Americans signing 
contracts to buy homes 


fell slightly in October. The 
National Association of Re¬ 
lators’ pending home sales 
index declined 1.1 percent 
to 104.1. But in an encour¬ 
aging sign, sales of existing 
homes rose 1.5 percent in 
October to a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 
5.26 million, NAR said last 
week. October marked the 
first month of 2014 in which 
sales of previously owned 
homes were higher than 
the same month in 2013.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Ignore rudely & 
deliberately 

5 Neck warmer 

10 _for; selects 

14 Easy stride 

15 Ibis or flamingo 

16 Patriot Revere 

17 “Take _ leave 
it” 

18 Calcutta’s 
nation 

19 Evergreen tree 

20 Continue 
stubbornly 

22 Protected 

24 Koch & Asner 

25 Pianist Previn 

26 VP _ Agnew 

29 City transport 

30 Boxer _ De La 
Hoya 

34 Aaron orAzaria 

35 _ a ball; 
enjoyed oneself 

36 St. Francis’ 
home 

37 Hostel 

38 Balcony 

40 Clear liquor 

41 Brother’s 
daughters 

43 Christmas 
December 24 

44 Sheep cries 

45 “Beat it!” 

46 Retina’s place 

47 Author Jules _ 

48 Extends across 

50 Meadowland 

51 Exclude; refuse 
admittance to 

54 Small ax 

58 _ with the 
punches; adjust 

59 One who wears 
swim fins 

61 Give a job to 

62 Actress Meara 

63 Cake coating 

64 Breakfast order 

65 Atlantic & Black 

66 Josh with 

67 Injection 

DOWN 

1 Undergarment 

2 Memo 
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3 “Put _ shut 
up!” 

4 In a violent 
frenzy 

5 Cheese variety 

6 Isn’t able to 

7 Tally up 

8 Holds sway 

9 Swindle 

10 Tyrannize 

11 _ up; satisfied 
one’s debts 

12 Melody 

13 Snow toy 

21 Wedding vow 
23 Got up 

25 Hepburn and 
Meadows 

26 Lower leg parts 

27 Acute anxiety 

28 Near the center 

29 Tavern 

31 Stogie or claro 

32 Of the largest 
continent 

33 Hose down 

35 got the 
whole world...” 

36 Highest spade 


38 Musical speed 

39 Maria” 

42 Palaces 

44 Sandy shores 

46 Lure 

47 Nov. honoree 

49 Review of the 
financial books 

50 T-shirt size 


51 Spanish wives: 
abbr. 

52 Sharpen 

53 Arm bone 

54 Egg producers 

55 As _ as a kite 

56 Consequently 

57 Examination 
60 By way of 
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Turkey Tracks: Social Advice for Thanksgiving Holiday 


PHILIP GALANES 
© 2014 New York Times 

Q: I am starting to resent 
the people who can’t 
quite commit to coming 
to my Thanksgiving dinner. 
One close friend says she 
needs to “keep it open," 
and has no idea when she 
will be able to confirm be¬ 
cause her partner is having 
a hard time. Another says 
he'd like to drop by “at 
some point,” but doesn’t 
know when because he 
wants to go to another 
dinner first. This is driving 
me crazy. A lovely group is 
coming, and there are oth¬ 
ers I would like to invite if I 
con resolve these uncom¬ 
mitted guests. What con I 
do? - Anonymous 
A: We all know that they 
who hesitate are lost. Less 
often considered: They re¬ 
ally screw up our place 
settings, too. May I suggest 
“no" as an answer? In your 
sweetest voice, soy: “I’m 
sorry, but ‘maybe’ doesn’t 
work. It’s a seated dinner. 
But we’ll miss you fero¬ 
ciously." Sometimes, help¬ 
ing friends off the fence like 
this can even be a mercy. 
(They take it into their heads 
that we will be offended if 
they decline, when we are 
just trying to work out how 
many mini-torts we need.) 
Then invite the other folks 
you want to include. 

But check your motives 
before you go this route. If 
your dinner is buffet-style, 
does it really matter if a 
few pals want to keep their 
plans loose? The flip side of 
their reluctance to refuse 
outright con be our hurt 
feelings when friends aren’t 
os thrilled about coming os 
we ore to hove them. Try to 
cut them some slack. The 
big holidays have a way of 
pressing our tenderest buf- 
tons. 

Q: I have an open kifchen. 
In the past, when I cooked 
the big Thanksgiving meal, 
my guests converged 
around me and said, “Oh, 
I wouldn’t do it like that.” 
Or worse, “If you do it like 
that, I won’t eat it." So, we 
shifted to potiuck. It’s been 
easier on everyone that 
way. But after a couple 
of years of plain, baked 
sweet potatoes. I’d like to 


try a yummy-looking recipe 
with caramelized apples. 
But when I suggested it 
to the traditional bringer 
of sweet potatoes, she 
took it as a personal insult. 
How do you suggest deal¬ 
ing with friends and food 
prep? - Vicky 

A: Food fights ore rarely 
about preparation. No, 
they (like so many con¬ 
flicts) boil down to control. 
You ore welcome to un¬ 
dertake a friendly grapple. 
When pals tell you that you 
are sauteing your onions 
all wrong, say, “Let’s just 
try it this way and see what 
happens." And worse fates 
have befallen many of us 
than having two sweet po¬ 
tato dishes on the buffet. 
Still, having now watched 
10,000 cooking compe¬ 
titions on television and 
scrolled past 20,000 suc¬ 
culent posts on Instagram, 
I am sick to death of food. 
Aren’f you? So, my vofe 
for communal caoking 
and peaceable patiucks 
(if anyane cares): Take a 
Klonopin and let the goad 
times roll. You’ve assem¬ 
bled a veritable smorgas- 



TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE (one bedroom) 
Week room price 
48/49 551 $5500 
30 515 $4600 

37 332 $2000 

42 103 $6000 

15 327 $6500 

37/38 548 $5750 
19 547 $5000 

LA CABANA 

Week 45 room 406B $2,200 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

Week 29 room 129,2 bedroom 
$5,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

202887 


TIMESHARE 
FOR SALE/RENT 
La Cabana Christmas 

week 52, Dec. 19-26, one br 
$895 & week 49 Dec. 5-12 rm 
105C ground fl, 1 br $625 also 
for sale 2995, ocean views, 
steps to pool 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

202894 


bord of family and friends 
around your table; you’ve 
already won. If caramel¬ 
ized apples are going to 
give your bestie a myocar¬ 
dial infarctian, save them 
for another day. 

Q: When a hostess says, 
“Come around 6 p.m.,’’ 
what time do you recom¬ 
mend we arrive? - Karen 
A: Give your hosts a 15-min¬ 
ute grace period to tie up 
loose ends (but not much 
longer). Most of us are 
not accustomed to the 
Cecil B. DeMille produc¬ 
tion of home cookery that 
Thanksgiving has became 
in many households. Ambi¬ 
tious hosts can be a mite 
tense. The least we can do 
for them, as guests, is follow 
fheir choreography and 
show up on time-ish. 

Q: Our 18-year-old daugh¬ 


ter came out to us as trans¬ 
gender (male to female) 
in her senior year of high 
school. It wasn’t easy for 
us, but we now support her 
transition. She chose a col¬ 
lege 3,000 miles away from 
our conservative home 
and told us that we can 
tell anyone we like. At our 
Thanksgiving dinner, we 
will have one couple who 
knows and another who 
doesn’t. (The subject of 
our children always cames 
up.) Shauld we tell them? 
There are aften uncamfort- 
able questions, and rapid 
acceptance has not been 
our experience. - Anony¬ 
mous 

A: People often use holi¬ 
days and other gather¬ 
ings ta make their big an¬ 
nouncements. I get it: kill¬ 
ing several birds (and ane 
dry turkey) with a single 
stone.Q 



Palma Real 26 

This nice 2 bedroom, 

2 bathroom ground floor 
apartment is located in 
the gated community 
called Palma Real. 
Located in the Palm 
Beach area. This com¬ 
munity has 2 swimming 
pools, 24/7 security and 
lovely landscaping.This 
unit is located across 
from the pool and has a 
small private back patio. 
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Aruba Real Estate 

Independently Owned and Operated 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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How to teach us! 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 

F Oranjestad 

Dr. Cayama 



EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 


Oranjestad: Sta. Cruz Tel: 585-8028 
San Nicolas: Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 



November 27 

Carnival Breeze 


Adventure of the Seas 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 

Respetami 

Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Reading Harry Potter gives ciues to brain activity 


LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Reading about Harry Pot¬ 
ter’s adventures learning to 
fly his broomstick activates 
some of the same regions 
in the brain we use to per¬ 
ceive real people’s actions 
and intentions. 

In o novel study, scientists 
who peeked into the brains 
of people caught up in o 
good book emerged with 
mops of what o healthy 
brain does as it reads. 

The research reported 
Wednesday has implica¬ 
tions for studying reading 
disorders or recovery from 
o stroke. The team from 
Carnegie Mellon University 
was pleasantly surprised 
that the experiment actu¬ 
ally worked. 

Most neuroscientists pains¬ 
takingly hove tracked how 
the brain processes o sin¬ 
gle word or sentence, look¬ 
ing for clues to language 
development or dyslexia 
by focusing on one aspect 
of reading at o time. But 
reading o story requires 
multiple systems working at 
once: recognizing how let¬ 
ters form o word, knowing 
the definitions and gram¬ 
mar, keeping up with the 
characters’ relationships 
and the plot twists. 
Measuring oil that activity is 
remarkable, said George¬ 
town University neurosci¬ 
entist Guinevere Eden, 
who helped pioneer brain¬ 


scanning studies of dys¬ 
lexia but wasn’t involved in 
the new work. 

“It offers o much richer way 
of thinking about the read¬ 
ing brain,” Eden said, call¬ 
ing the project “very clever 
and very exciting.” 

No turning pages inside o 
broin-sconning MRI ma¬ 


chine; you hove to lie 
still. So at Carnegie Mel¬ 
lon, eight adult volunteers 
watched for nearly 45 
minutes os each word of 
Chapter 9 of “Horry Potter 
and the Sorcerer’s Stone” 
was flashed for holt o sec¬ 
ond onto o screen inside 
the scanner. 

Why that chapter? It 


has plenty of action and 
emotion os Horry swoops 
around on his broom, fac¬ 
es the bully Molfoy and 
later runs into o three- 
heoded dog, but there’s 
not too much going on for 
scientists to track, said lead 
researcher Leila Wehbe, o 
Ph.D. student. 


The research team ana¬ 
lyzed the scons, second 
by second, and created 
o computerized model of 
brain activity involved with 
different reading process¬ 
es. The research was pub¬ 
lished Wednesday by the 
journal PLoS One. 

“For the first time in his¬ 
tory, we con do things 


like hove you read o story 
and watch where in your 
brain the neural activity is 
happening,” said senior 
author Tom Mitchell, direc¬ 
tor of Carnegie Mellon’s 
Machine Learning Depart¬ 
ment. “Not just where ore 
the neurons firing, but what 
information is being coded 


by those different neu¬ 
rons.” 

Wehbe hod the idea to 
study reading o story rather 
than just words or phrases. 
But parsing the brain ac¬ 
tivity took extraordinary 
effort. For every word, the 
researchers identified fea¬ 
tures — the number of lef- 
ters, fhe port of speech. 


if it was associated with 
o character or action or 
emotion or conversation. 
Then they used computer 
programming to analyze 
brain patterns associated 
with those features in every 
four-word stretch. 

They spotted some com¬ 
plex interactions. 

For example, the brain re¬ 
gion that processes the 
characters’ point of view 
is the one we use to per¬ 
ceive intentions behind 
real people’s actions, We¬ 
hbe said. A region that 
we use to visually interpret 
other people’s emotions 
helps decipher characters’ 
emotions. 

That suggests we’re us¬ 
ing pretty high-level brain 
functions, not just the se¬ 
mantic concepts but our 
previous experiences, os 
we get lost in the story, she 
said. 

A related study using faster 
broin-sconning techniques 
shows that much of the 
neural activity is about the 
history of the story up to 
that point, rather than de¬ 
ciphering the current word, 
Mitchell added. 

The team’s computer 
model con distinguish 
with 74 percent accuracy 
which of two text passages 
matches o pattern of neu¬ 
ral ocfivity, he said, calling 
if o firsf step os research¬ 
ers tease opart what the 
brain does when someone 
reods.Q 



Leila Wehbe, a Ph.D. student at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, talks about an experi¬ 
ment that used brain scans mode in this brain-scanning MRI machine on campus, Wednesday, 
Nov. 26, 2014. Associated Press. 


Dutch seek to harness energy from salt water mix 


TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — Dutch 
researchers ore seeking 
to odd o new, largely un¬ 
tapped renewable energy 
source to the world’s ener¬ 
gy mix with the opening of 
o “Blue Energy” test facility 
on Wednesday. 

Blue energy takes advan¬ 


tage of the difference in 
solf concenfrofion be- 
fween sea wafer and fresh 
wafer fo produce electric¬ 
ity. Rik Siebers of REDstock 
BV, the company over¬ 
seeing the project, said 
the goal is to improve the 
technology to the point 
where it will be profitable 
to build blue energy plants 


commercially in the 2020s. 
Siebers said blue energy 
will one day hove its own 
niche. 

“For wind turbines you 
need wind, and solar pan¬ 
els work in the day, but wa¬ 
ter is always flowing,” he 
said in o telephone inter¬ 
view Wednesday. 

The Dutch plant has o 


theoretical maximum ca¬ 
pacity of 50 megowoffs, 
obouf enough to power 
100 Dutch homes. A more 
limited trial of similar tech¬ 
nology began in Norway in 
2009. 

The technique uses two 
specialized filters with salt 
and fresh water on each 
side. One filter lets posi¬ 


tively charged sodium ions 
seep through, while the 
other admits negatively 
charged chlorine ions, cre¬ 
ating o natural battery. 
Each square meter of the 
filter panel con generate 
roughly one watt, and the 
filters ore then arranged in 
stacks of hundreds to multi¬ 
ply the effect.Q 
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Rare Shakespeare Folio discovered in French town 




THOMAS ADAMSON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — The acci¬ 
dental discovery in a small 
library in northern France 
of an original first folio of 
Shakespeare’s plays has 
sent a jolt of excitement 
around the world of Shake¬ 
speare scholars. 

The find brings the total of 
known folios in the world 
to 233, and is significant os 
each first folio can contain 
variations that shed light 
on the bard’s intentions. 
Among the 900 pages of 
the most recent discovery 
ore rare annotations that 
suggest it was used for per¬ 
formance. The annofations 
“might tell us something 
about Shakespeare’s re¬ 
ception at the time, how 
they were thought of as 
text for performance,” 
said Stanley Wells, honor¬ 
ary president Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust. Scholars 
hove not yet hod a chance 
to carry out the painstak¬ 
ing comparisons with the 
texts of ofher folios fo de¬ 
termine what variations the 
latest discovery may con- 


The newly discovered Shakespeare’s original first foiio is seen in the Saint-Omer library, northern 
France, Wednesday, Nov. 26 , 2014. Associated Press 


tain. Remy Cordonnier, the 
director of fhe Saint-Omer 
library’s medieval and 
early modern collection, 
happened upon the folio 
among the belongings of a 
Jesuit evangelist that were 
bequeathed from a now- 
defunct Jesuit college in 
the town. 


“I first tried to keep a level 
head as I wasn’t sure 100 


percent of its authenticity,” 
Cordonnier said. 


Missing were 12 title pages, 
which record the printing 
date and location. So Cor¬ 
donnier sought the help of 
Eric Rasmussen, a Nevada- 
based specialist in Shake¬ 
speare first folios, who 
fraveled to the small town 
near Calais to examine 
it. Rasmussen concluded 
that it was among about 
750 Shakespeare first fo¬ 
lios printed in 1623, seven 
years after the playwright 
died. 

The first folios are the first 
complete printed collec¬ 
tions of Shakespeare’s 
plays. Sixteen Shakespeare 
plays, including "The Tem¬ 
pest” and “Macbeth,” 
were not printed in the 
bard’s lifetime — meaning 
the first folio saved them 
from oblivion. Cne firsf folio 
in 2006 sold at Christie’s for 
$6.8 million.^ 


Met Museum gets 
major gift of African- 
American art 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Met¬ 
ropolitan Museum of Art 
has received a major gift 
of works by confemporary 
African-American arfists 
from the South. 

The museum says the do¬ 
nation includes 20 works 
by female quilters from a 
remote community in Ala¬ 
bama. 

It also contains 10 pieces 
by Thornton Dial, as well 
as paintings, drawings and 
mixed media works by 
Lonnie Holley, Nellie Mae 
Rowe and others. 

The gift of 57 works comes 
from the Atlanta-based 
Souls Grown Deep Foun¬ 
dation. The nonprofit was 
started in 2010 by art histo¬ 
rian William Arnett to bring 
attention to self-taught Af¬ 
rican-American artisfs. 
Arnett says in a statement 
that the collection docu¬ 
ments a little-known artistic 
tradition that began in the 
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This photo provided by the 
Metropoiitan Museum of Art 
shows a 2003 scuipture mode 
of found metai items weided 
together entitied “Four 
Hundred Years of Free Labor/’ 
by American artist Joe Minter. 

Associated Press 

Deep South, likely during 
the earliest days of slavery. 
An exhibition of the works is 
planned for 2016.G 


15 


for options 
Dine in only 





















ASOlDEnOI E St. ADTC mOKSmiAtWi 

THURSDAY 27 NOVEMBER 20141 rCwr^C Of MilU _ ^ ^ 

Witherspoon goes on a soul-boring ride in ‘Wild’ 



In this Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014 file photo, actress Reese Witherspoon arrives at the LA Premiere 
of “WiLD” in Beverly Hills, Calif. The movie starring Witherspoon opens in U.S. theaters on Dec. 5, 
2014. 

Associated Press 


JOCELYN NOVECK 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Once 
she’d decided to take on 
her gritty new role in “Wild," 
there were a few things Re¬ 
ese Witherspoon knew she 
DIDN’T want to hear from 
movie studio executives: 
“We want her to be more 
likable.” 

“We don’t want her to use 
drugs.” 

“We don’t want her to be 
profane.” 

And so, Witherspoon says, 
she didn’t give them the 
chance. 

She developed the film, 
which follows a hard-living 
woman’s path to solace 
and redemption via a long 
trek in the wilderness, out¬ 
side the studio system un¬ 
der the auspices of her own 
production company, with 
private financing. “And 
fhen I took it to the studios 
and said, ‘I’m not chang¬ 
ing a word,”’ Witherspoon 
recounts in an interview. 
“And I had three bids on it 
that day.” 

“And I think it’s important, 
you know?” the actress 
adds. “You grow up, you 
change — I’m a 38-year 
old woman now, I have 
three kids, and I’ve lived 
a lot of life experience. It’s 


really important to me that 
the things I put out into the 
world are meaningful and 
thoughf-provoking. Ofher- 
wise, what am I doing?” 
“Wild,” based on the best¬ 
selling memoir by Cheryl 
Strayed, is a story of person¬ 
al cafharsis, and lisfening to 
Witherspoon, one gets the 
sense she was seeking a 
sort of professional cathar¬ 
sis by choosing it. The role, 
which has garnered signifi¬ 


cant Oscar buzz, includes 
difficult scenes depict¬ 
ing rough sex and heroin 
use. Witherspoon wore no 
makeup and spent days 
lugging a heavy backpack 
up and down hills. 

“By far, if’s the hardest thing 
I’ve done in my life,” she 
says. “The physical aspects 
were really challenging — 
the elements, the heat, the 
cold, the water, the rain, 55 
locations in 35 days, and 


carrying that backpack. 
And there was nothing else 
to cut to —just me.” 
Emotionally, it was even 
harder, she says: “One day 
I’d be getting divorced. 
Another, my mother would 
be dying. The next day I’d 
be using heroin. It was just 
nonstop — not even a roller 
coaster, just a continual de¬ 
scent downward! There are 
always scenes that I dread, 
that I say, ‘That day’s going 


to be miserable.’ And here, 
it was three weeks of that." 
Witherspoon’s director, 
Jean-Marc Vallee, calls 
the actress “a trouper.” As 
well he should: He noticed 
that the backpack looked 
too light and forced her to 
carry a much heavier one. 
“And then he just walked 
away, and I was like, OK ...” 
Witherspoon laughs. “You 
can see it digging into my 
skin. Because it really WAS 
digging into my skin!” 
Vallee says Witherspoon 
“went out there with no 
makeup, looking like noth¬ 
ing, on the trail for 65 per¬ 
cent of the film, looking 
like a hiker, with a heavy 
backpack on her back. I 
removed the mirrors in the 
makeup trailer and she 
didn’t look at herself. “ 
Witherspoon, who already 
has one Oscar on the man¬ 
telpiece for 2005’s “Walk 
fhe Line," says if was no 
accidenf that she chose 
such a film af this point in 
her career, a time that finds 
her veering away from 
frademark sunny, bright 
roles and romantic com¬ 
edies. (Her 2012 supporting 
role in the Mississippi River 
coming-of-age tale “Mud" 
is another example of her 
new direction.) 


With shake-ups, AC/DC 
perseveres with album, tour 



In this Nov. 13, 2014 file photo, members of the rock bond AC/ 
DC, bassist Cliff Williams, left, and guitarist Angus Young pose for 
a portrait in promotion of their upcoming album, “Rock or Bust” 
in New York. The new album releases on Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2014. 

Associated Press 


MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — AC/DC 
finally joined iTunes in 2012 
after years of refusing fo do 
so, buf make no mistake, 
the Australian rock band is 
still old school. 

“I would like everybody to 
buy vinyl again,” guitarist 
Angus Young said in an in¬ 


terview. “That’s my favor¬ 
ite." 

He continued with a loud 
laugh: “They ought to make 
them portable — iVinyl.” 
AC/DC, which has enjoyed 
four decades of success, 
will release “Rock or Busf,” 
ifs firsf album in six years, on 
Dec. 2. It is the follow-up 
to “Black Ice,” which sold 


784,000 units during its first 
week in 2008. 

The band has yet to join 
Spotify, something Young 
said is possible. 

“I guess, if it’s doing a good 
service. I mean, we’ll cer¬ 
tainly entertain the idea, I 
suppose,” he said, though 
Cliff Williams followed with 
the question: “Is it like Pan¬ 
dora? I’ve heard of it." 
“Rock or Bust,” which has 
received favorable re¬ 
views, is a typical AC/DC 
album and one the band 
hopes fans will lisfen to on 
record players, in addition 
to iPhones. It was recorded 
in May. 

“You want people to put it 
on and go, ‘That’s AC/DC 
and no one else,”’ Young 
said. 

In a recent interview, the 


two members were full of 
laughfer and good energy 
as they discussed their new 
music and upcoming world 
tour, planned for next year. 
But the band is in the midst 
of furmoil and fragedy 
despife its success: Drum¬ 
mer Phil Rudd was recently 
charged with threatening 
to kill, and guitarist Malcolm 
Young, who has dementia, 
left the group in Septem¬ 
ber. 

Rudd, who showed up late 
to court in New Zealand this 
week and clowned around 
by jumping on the back of 
one of his securify guards, 
is also charged with pos¬ 
sessing methamphetamine 
and marijuana. 

Young said Rudd was act¬ 
ing strangely as the band 
recorded “Rock or Bust” 


and were starting to pro¬ 
mote it. They plan to go 
tour without him, he said. 
Ironically, Rudd’s next court 
appearance is set for fhe 
same day fhaf “Rock or 
Bust” will be released. 
Young, 59, said his older 
brother, Malcolm, is doing 
fine, but couldn’t play any 
longer. 

“It was progressing further, 
but he knew he couldn’t 
do it. ... He had continued 
as long as he could, still 
writing. But he said to me, 
‘Keep it going,”’ Young 
said. 

Malcolm, 61, is being re¬ 
placed by their nephew, 
Stevie Young, who filled 
in for Malcolm during AC/ 
DC’s U.S. tour in 1988. Ste¬ 
vie also plays on “Rock or 
Bust.” 
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The Walrus and the Politicians 
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My mother used to leave the 
front door unlocked. She used to 
leave the side and bock doors 
unlocked, too. This was mostly a 
function of sloppiness - she hod 
four kids, three pets and a whole 
lot else on her mind - but when 
pressed about it, she reasoned 
that anyone bent on intrusion 
would find a way and that it was 
all Q matter of chance in the 
end. 

She missed her calling os the di¬ 
rector of the Secret Service. 
What we’ve discovered over the 
past week and a half about the 
crackerjack operations of this 
elite agency boggles the mind, 
and nothing I learned during 
Tuesday’s congressional hearing 
into its procedures did anything 
to un-boggle it. 

The subject was how, on Sept. 
19, a deranged man managed 
to get deep inside the White 
House - much deeper, it turns 
out, than the agency initially let 
on. We were first given the im¬ 
pression that he’d merely made 
it through the front door. Only 
later did The Washington Post 
and other news organizations un¬ 
earth that he had zipped down 
the vestibule, past a staircase, 
through the East Room and al¬ 
most to the Green Room. By the 
time all the facts emerge, we’ll 
find out that he treated himself 
to a grilled cheese and a glass of 
Ovaltine in the kitchen, where he 
was interrupted mid-sandwich 
and given a doggie bag. 

At the hearing, there were acute 
questions and ludicrous ones, 
genuine concern and disingenu¬ 
ous grandstanding, florid preen¬ 
ing and runaway egos, which is 
to say that many politicians were 
crowded into one room. 

There was verbiage so oblique it 
barely qualified as English, which 
is to say that government officials 
testified. Front and center was 
the head of the Secret Service, 
Julia Pierson, who behaved in 
the manner of so many belea¬ 
guered bureaucrats before her. 
She pledged reviews, reports, 
inquiries and assessments - a 
brimming thesaurus of self-exam¬ 
ination - and tried to run out the 
clock. 

She muttered sentences like this: 
“In downtown areas, there is 
sound attenuation.’’ 

This was a reference to the Secret 
Service’s confusion in 2011 over 
whether someone had been 
shooting at the White House or 


a motor vehicle in its vicinity had 
backfired. 

The answer was shooting: Seven 
bullets hit one of this country’s 
defining symbols, which is also 
the president’s private resi¬ 
dence, in which he and his family 
must feel - and be - uncondition¬ 
ally safe. And it wasn’t Secret Ser¬ 
vice agents who identified the 
evidence. It was a housekeeper, 
happening upon shattered glass 
days after the fact. 

These aren’t minor, random 
smudges on the record of the 
Secret Service, which was also 
embarrassed a few years ago 
when agents on assignment in 
Colombia partied with prosti¬ 
tutes. They’re cause for grave 
worry and a different kind of 
housecleaning. 

Nothing about the events of 
Sept. 19 honors the responsibili¬ 
ties and capabilities of a great 
nation. According to Pierson’s 
testimony, two agents that day 
had eyes on the intruder, who 
was known to them as a poten¬ 
tial troublemaker and had shown 
up at the White House fence 
less than a month earlier with a 
hatchet. They were right not to 
detain him then: He’d commit¬ 
ted no crime. But how could their 
monitoring of him during his re¬ 
turn visit be so lax that he even 
got over that fence? 

Not a beast or a beep worked 
properly. The guard dogs didn’t 
guard. The alarm boxes didn’t 
alarm. The front door couldn’t 
be locked automatically as he 
sprinted toward it, because it 
wasn’t rigged that way. We can 
fly drones over Pakistan, but we 
can’t summon a proper lock¬ 
smith to 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.? 
Time and again, Washington vali¬ 
dates the naysayers who like to 
dismiss it as the capital of bureau¬ 
cratic incompetence. The presi¬ 
dent unveils his signature health 
care reform - arguably the cor¬ 
nerstone of his legacy - and the 
website repeatedly crashes. The 
IRS loses whole years of emails. 
A contractor for the National Se¬ 
curity Agency steals away with 
a seemingly bottomless trove of 
classified documents. 

The Department of Homeland 
Security fails to keep track of 
more than 6,000 foreigners in 
the country on student visas, or 
so ABC News reported in early 
September. And don’t even get 
me started on the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

There’s precedent, yes, for White 
House intrusions. An uninvited 
guest once watched a movie 
with Franklin D. Roosevelt before 
being detected. 

And America isn’t alone. In 
1982, Queen Elizabeth II awoke 
in Buckingham Palace to en¬ 
counter a strange man in her 
bedroom. He and she reportedly 
chatted for 10 minutes. 

I guess the palace didn’t have all 
the “layers’’ and “rings’’ of secu¬ 
rity repeatedly mentioned at the 
congressional hearing, though a 
lot of good all those layers and 
rings did us. In the end, it’s peo¬ 
ple who make the difference. 
The Secret Service needs better 
ones. 



GAIL COLLINS 
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Let’s consider the walrus crisis. 
They’re piling up in Alaska. About 
35,000 walruses have formed 
what looks to be a humongous 
brown ball along the northern 
coast. A mass of critters, some 
weighing 4,000 pounds, are 
pressed shoulder to shoulder - or 
flipper to flipper. 

Normally, they’d be sitting on 
chunks of ice, periodically flop¬ 
ping into the water to hunt for 
snails and clams. But the ice has 
melted away, and now they’re 
stuck on land. 

On the plus side, walruses are 
gregarious creatures who like to 
snuggle. The situation is, there¬ 
fore, less dire than it would be if 
you had 35,000 extremely large 
human beings squashed togeth¬ 
er on a beach, competing for 
food. But they’re nervous. 

“A Russian friend of mine said he 
saw a rabbit - or a tiny lemming - 
come near and it caused a stam¬ 
pede,’’ said Margaret Williams of 
the World Wildlife Fund. “Then 
the little calves get squished. It’s 
just so unnatural for them to be 
so close to one another.’’ 

I believe we all would rather see 
the baby walruses in happier 
circumstances. Also, this is obvi¬ 
ously the sign of worse things to 
come: melting ice, higher sea 
levels, warmer oceans, screwed- 
up weather patterns. 

How should we react? Several 
options: 


A) Adopt a walrus family! If every 
town pitches in, we’ll have this 
solved in a minute. They can eat 
6,000 clams in a single meal, so 
be sure to stock up. 

B) Take this as a signal to get real¬ 
ly serious about global warming. 

C) Let’s not get carried away. But 
maybe we could try to cut back 
on forest fires. Forest fires definite¬ 
ly make things hotter. 

The last one is a somewhat snarky 
adaptation of the climate- 
change portion of an energy 
plan recently unveiled by Gov. 
Bobby Jindal of Louisiana, one 
of the Republican Party’s many, 
many current presidential hope¬ 
fuls. Louisiana does not suffer from 
a walrus problem. However, part 
of the state is sinking into the sea 
at a rather rapid rate, and you’d 
think he’d have some strong feel¬ 
ings about global warming. 

No sirree. Jindal thinks climate 
change is just a “Trojan horse’’ 
for leftists who want to mess with 
freedom of choice. But there is, 
you know, the forest fire idea. 
You’d think that the people in 
charge of the states where cli¬ 
mate change was wreaking the 
most havoc would be in the fore¬ 
front of the battle to push it back. 
But no. In Alaska, entire towns are 
beginning to disappear under 
the rising seas. Roads are buck¬ 
ling as the permafrost starts to 
melt. Polar bears, which used to 
like to hang out on those ice floes 
themselves, are land bound, hun¬ 
gry and on the prowl. 

Sen. Mark Begich, a Democrat, 
has been forthright about the ter¬ 
rible impact climate change has 
had, while slightly dodgy about 
exactly what he wants to do to 
about it. His opponent, Dan (“the 
jury’s out’’) Sullivan isn’t sure ex¬ 
actly what the heck is going on. 
He assured one Alaska newspa¬ 
per that “there is no concrete 
scientific consensus on the extent 
to which humans contribute to 
climate change.’’ 

Actually, there’s a pretty good 
consensus. A vast, vast majority 
of climate scientists say that hu¬ 
man beings are causing all or 
part of the changes in climate 
that are making life miserable 


for the walrus and destroying the 
bayou country in Louisiana. 

Also, causing the drains in Miami 
Beach to back up with saltwater, 
sending the ocean running down 
the streets. Florida has its own Re¬ 
publican presidential hopeful in 
Sen. Marco Rubio. 

“I do not believe that human ac¬ 
tivity is causing these dramatic 
changes to our climate the way 
these scientists are portraying it,’’ 
he told ABC News. 

(Jeb Bush is from Florida, too. For 
the record. Bush’s opinion on 
global warming is that it “may be 
real.’’) 

There was a time when Repub¬ 
licans were leaders in the fight 
to slow climate change - par¬ 
ticularly for the concept called 
“cap and trade,’’ which had a 
marketplace-friendly tilt. Among 
the co-sponsors of a cap-and- 
trade bill in 2007 was Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski, R-Alaska. Murkowski is 
now an independent, having lost 
her party’s nomination in 2010 to 
a Tea Party favorite who com¬ 
plains about “climate-change 
alarmists.’’ 

These days, it takes courage for a 
Republican to acknowledge that 
human beings have anything to 
do with climate change at all. 

“If you felt that was a big prob¬ 
lem, you would think everybody 
in the world would be interested 
in going down this path, but I 
don’t see any evidence of it so 
far,’’ said the Senate minority 
leader, Mitch McConnell, help¬ 
fully. Pressed on the issue during a 
recent interview with The Cincin¬ 
nati Enquirer, the man who hopes 
to become majority leader of the 
Senate next year said staunchly: 
“I’m not a scientist.’’ 

Also on the record as not being 
a scientist: Rick Scott, the gov¬ 
ernor of Florida, and Marco Ru¬ 
bio. Florida is absolutely awash 
in backed-up ocean water and 
elected officials who are not sci¬ 
entists. Louisiana has a rapidly re¬ 
ceding coastline and a governor 
who’s afraid of the energy indus¬ 
try. Alaska has drowning villages 
and a political establishment in 
denial. 

We are the walrus. 
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In Britain, US Turkey Dinner Is Big For Business 



Danny Lidgate displays a turkey at his butchers shop in Holland Park in London, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 
2014. Butcher Danny Lidgate, whose 160-year-old shop C. Lidgate, butcher and charcuterie, has 
been in the same tamily tor five generations, says Americans just keep gobbling up the big broad- 
breasted heritage Bronze turkey. Put simply, business is very good indeed. 

(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth) 


DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Plump tur¬ 
keys in butcher shop win¬ 
dows. Harvest displays of 
pumpkin and corn. Sand¬ 
wich beards describing 
groaning feasts. 
Thanksgiving isn’t a holiday 
in Britain, but you might be 
forgiven for being fooled. 
It’s not hard to find some¬ 
one to talk turkey, never 
mind sell yau one. That’s 
because there are sa many 
Americans in Britain these 
days that dozens of busi¬ 
nesses have started selling 
the goods they need to 
celebrate. 

Greg Klaes, a Detroit na¬ 
tive who used to teach sci¬ 
ence on U.S. military base 
schools, started growing 
pumpkins 30 years ago so 
his students could carve 
Halloween jack-o-lanterns. 
This year, his Oxfardshire 
farm is selling 600 kilograms 
(1,322 paunds) a week, fill¬ 
ing harvest decoratians 
and pumpkin pies. 

“I believe firmly that there’s 
a real integration of the so¬ 
cieties,” he said. “There’s a 
lot of Americans and a lot 


people want ta share their 
cultures.” 

Klaes is ane at same 200,000 
U.K. residents who were 
born in the U.S., according 
to census data. That’s 26 
percent more than in 2001. 
In Kensington and Chelsea, 


an upscale London bor¬ 
ough that is hame ta many 
bankers and celebrities, 
U.S.-born residents make 
up 5 percent cf the popu¬ 
lation. 

And since there’s no oth¬ 
er holiday that’s quite 
like Thanksgiving, busi¬ 
nesses big and small are 
finding ways to get in on 
the celebrations. Dozens 
of restaurants are putting 
an spreads. Texas-based 
Whole Foods has turned its 
store on Kensington High 
Street into a one-stop holi¬ 
day shapping center be¬ 
ginning with a sidewalk 
chalkboard that welcomes 
customers with the mes¬ 
sage “We are here to make 
your Thanksgiving epic.” 
Even the mainstream British 
grocery chain Waitrose is 
getting involved, although 
in a smaller way. A few 
blacks down the High Street 
in a store that’s already 
decked out with red-and- 
green Christmas decara- 
tions, Waitrose has a small 
“Happy Thanksgiving” dis¬ 
play, complete with a pic¬ 
ture of a pumpkin wearing 
a buckled Pilgrim hat. 


Offerings include Ocean 
Spray cranberry sauce. 
Carnation evaporated 
milk and Libby’s pumpkin, 
alongside British icons like 
Paxo Sage and Onion stuff¬ 
ing. 

Turkey producer Bramble 


Farm in Surrey has been 
around since the 1930s and 
sold 100 or so special birds 
during the Thanksgiving 
season 15 years ago. Farm 
awner Derek Jay says he 
now sells 4,500. 


It’s not just Americans who 
are buying. Joy said he has 
started getting calls from 
British families who want 
to put on feasts for their 
American work colleagues 
— so they don’t feel lone¬ 
some on the big day. As he 


is most definitely British, Joy 
finds it strange when he is 
asked to dispense advice 
on a quintessentially Ameri¬ 
can holiday, but he tries to 
keep it straightforward. 

“I’d say just treat it like 
Christmas day,” Jay said. 
“And instead of doing a 
pudding, just buy a pump¬ 
kin pie.” 

There’s a lot of Americana 
in London, especially when 
it comes to food. 

In trendy Netting Hill, made 
famous fo Americans by 
fhe Julia Roberts film of the 
same name, there’s even 
a stare catering to the ex¬ 
pats. Aptly named the 
American Foad Stare, re¬ 
plete with sign decorated 
with the Stars and Stripes, 
it caters to those in need 
of Hosfess Twinkies, Pep- 
peridge Farms Goldfish 
and Campbell’s Soup. For 
fhe holiday fhey’ve added 
Libby’s canned pumpkin, 
Sfave Top sfuffing and gra¬ 
ham cracker pie crusfs. 

And far the really upscale, 
there’s always Lidgate’s. 
The ever-cheerful Danny 
Lidgate, whose 160-year- 
old shop has been in the 
same family for five gen¬ 
erations, says Americans 
gobble up the big broad¬ 
breasted heritage Kelly 
Bronze turkeys he stocks. 
Put simply,business is very 
good. 


For those who don’t under¬ 
stand the holiday, Lidgate’s 
offers this primer on its Web¬ 
site: “Turkeys feature promi¬ 
nently in the history of fhe 
Pilgrim fafhers, and it is be¬ 
lieved that many Puritan 
families owed their survival 
to wild turkeys.” 

Never mind that thase Pil¬ 
grim parents left Britain flee¬ 
ing religious persecution. 
That’s all past. Everyone is 
friends now. 

Lidgafe says from the time 
he was a kid working at the 
shop, he’s known Thanks¬ 
giving was special. 

“It’s like a mini-Christmas,” 
he said. “It’s an energy we 
love.” 

Americans can expect tc 
pay more than they wauld 
for similar fixings back 
home. Lidgafe’s is fak¬ 
ing orders for Thanksgiving 
turkeys up to 12 kilograms 
(26.5 pounds), enough to 
feed 20 people. The price: 
198 pounds ($311). 

Brifain doesn’t really have 
a holiday like Thanksgiving. 
There are harvest celebra- 
tians, but na single event 
compares to the mam¬ 
moth festival of food and 
foofball fhaf dominafes 
American thought. Britons 
know about it, though, and 
in a world of mulfinational 
companies, they will ex¬ 
pect their ccileagues tc be 
away on Thursday. 



Danny Lidgate ties a turkey at his butchers shop in Holland Park in London, Tuesday, Nov. 25,2014. 

(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth) 











